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TRUMP TRUMPED 
AT TASMAZIA

Photos courtesy Chris Puccetti,Gallery Tasmania

Bathrooms 
Kitchens 

Laundries 
Tiling Repairs 

Any Job · Any Size 
COVERING THE COAST 

The opening of Trump’s Wall at Tasmazia (situated in the 
Embassy Gardens separating the American and Mexican 
Embassies) was conducted last 25th November by the Unreal 
Donald Trump playing a superb role as President of the United 
States (so good you could believe it was really him), aided by 
our own Jacqui Lambie. 
Jacqui was present in her real life capacity as Major General in 
Command of the Lower Crackpot Defence Forces.
Their headquarters are in the Lower Crackpot Pentagon, 
situated at Embassy Gardens. 
And why not? As a declared Scot, she is now entitled to wear my 
Tartan.                                                  (continued on Page 3)

Explore your options with Corinne!

48 Main Street, Sheffield, TAS 7306
(03) 6491 1499

Corinne Nicholson - Principal
corinnenicholson@robertsre.com.au

Spring into a New Chapter 
with your Kentish property   
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In the eight years that Dianne Sharp has been secretary of the 
Railton Neighbourhood Centre, the little town of Topiary 
has benefited. Along with the RNC committee, she lobbied 
and secured funding for the skatepark at Goliath Park, a 
community asset well used by residents and visitors.
“My proudest achievement is the skate park,” said Dianne. 
“When my son Bailey was 16, I applied to the Tasmanian 
Community Fund for a grant and they gave us money. The 
council agreed to put in the rest of the money and we got the 
skate park open. But Bailey was 18 by that time!”
That was in 2016 and many grant applications have been 
written since then, including funding for the extension to the 
Neighbourhood Centre, which opened in November 2023.
“We didn’t have a kitchen before so we got grants for the fridge 
and the oven,” Dianne said. 
With produce sourced from the community garden at the rear 
of the centre, relish and jams are made in the kitchen and sold 
to the public - another source of revenue.
The not-for-profit centre distributes all income and Railton’s 
youth are the beneficiaries, including the scouts, fire cadets and 
martial arts students

Dianne said the 
Neighbourhood Centre was 
a community hub. “It’s a 
place for everyone to go and 
feel welcome,” she said.
In the past, the centre 
has hosted Italian classes, 
meditation courses and 
crochet. “Anyone can run 
a course,” Dianne said. “It 
can be used for meetings – it’s available for everyone.”
As Dianne steps down as secretary, she said of her time in the 
role: “The most cherished thing I have gotten from volunteering 
over the years is the life-long friendships from the amazing 
other volunteers from the centre and the community.”
The new committee for the Railton Neighbourhood Centre 
is: Chairperson Dot McNab; Vice-Chair Trudy Wells, 
Secretary Heather Eiszele, Treasurer Janine Poke, Committee 
Dianne Sharpe, Scott Duncan, Simon Airey, Jackie Gillespie, 
Christine Russell, Gaye Beveridge, Helen McKendrick and 
Julie Marshall.

Di steps down as neighbourhood secretary
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Tasmazia  
& the Village of Lower Crackpot  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
     Pop-Up Café?  
       10am-3pm  
Scavenger Hunt? 

Picnic? 
 

 

Gift Shop 
Gift Vouchers 
 

  

   Open       10am - 4pm every day    
Last entry to the Mazes 3pm 

   
 

 

Phone : 6491 1934 
enquiries@tasmazia.com.au 

500 Staverton Rd, Promised Land 
 

Get lost (literally) in the laughs, test your wits in our 
Scavenger Hunt (there’s a prize in it for you, Dad!), 

and top up your stash of cringe-worthy one-liners to lovingly 
torture the family all year long. 

Expect groan-worthy giggles, plenty of pun-ishment, 
and a day that’s as unpredictable as Dad’s BBQ skills. 

Bring your best socks and sandals combo — 
and we’ll bring the fun! 

 

Dads, it’s your time to a-maze everyone! 
This Father’s Day — Sunday, 7th September — head 

 

 

Kentish Arts Commerce and Tourism  has announced nine 
finalists for International Mural Fest 2025.
•	 Marion Robertson assisted by Roslyn Faulkner (Tasmania)
•	 Gren Freeman (Tasmania)
•	 Marc Spijkerbosch assisted by Tracey Lee Spijkerbosch 

(Rotorua, New Zealand)
•	 Christina Rankin (VIC)
•	 Kerry Nicholson assisted by Dolly Nicholson (Queensland)
•	 Marco Pennacchia (Victoria)
•	 Rebecca Hayes (Tasmania)
•	 Kristina Greenwood (New South Wales)
•	 Steve Monk assisted by Carole Monk (VIC)
This year’s theme Amazing Discoveries inspired a significant 
number of entries, all of exceptional quality and creativity, 
making the selection process incredibly challenging. 
Kentish Arts Commerce and Tourism president Sandy 
Brattstrom said: “We can’t wait to see our finalists transform 
Sheffield’s iconic Mural Park in November as their 
interpretation of this year’s theme bursts into full-scale reality.”
Over the course of six and a half days, the competition will test 
the artists’ skills, endurance and tenacity while subjecting them 
to public scrutiny, time constraints and unpredictable weather, 
creating an exciting and competitive atmosphere.
The ‘Paint Off ’ in Mural Park starts at 9am on Sunday, 
November 2, with the countdown to the official start of 

International Mural 
Fest, as artists 
begin to sketch up 
their murals and 
commence painting.
Voting for your 
favourite mural 
will commence on 
November 3 with 
Brushes Down on 
November 8. 
Rosie Haden’s Under 
the Radar will be 
playing at Mural Park 
in the lead up to the 
Mural Miniature 
Auction and Awards Presentation at 2pm.
“We are very excited about this year’s event, which will 
also feature a public paint-by-number mural that pays 
tribute to Mural Fest,” said Sandy. “We will also have the 
Through the Lens Photographic Contest exhibit, the Kids 
Art Contest exhibit, and the Working Arts Space Sheffield 
Members Exhibition - Famous Artists Reimagined at the 
Sheffield Arts Centre.”
Open to the public and free of charge, everyone is encouraged 
to join in the fun, meet and cheer the artists on, vote for your 
favourite mural and contribute to the public mural.

Muralists ready for amazing discoveries
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Tasmanian potato growers growing for Simplot met recently in 
Deloraine to discuss Simplot’s move to decrease potato prices in 
Tasmania for the next season.
“The move by Simplot to reduce prices to growers is simply 
unacceptable,” said the chair of the Simplot Potato Growers 
Committee, Leigh Elphinstone.
“Growers, like all other farmers, have seen a continual rise 
in input costs that must be recognised by Simplot as they 
determine the agreed price for this coming season.
“It costs on average around $22,000 a hectare to establish and 
maintain potatoes, which is a significant expense and risk for 
growers, all of whom are family-based farmers.
“Add to this the volatility of global markets and supply chains 
for critical inputs such as fertiliser, fuel and essential chemicals 
and farmers are looking at a very marginal crop.
“Simplot’s demand for a 6% cut in price effectively is a 32% 
decrease in the gross margin for growers,” said Mr Elphinstone.
TasFarmers CEO Nathan Calman said other costs were 
increasing that were out of the control of growers. 

“Costs such as local government rates, insurance, fixed 
operating costs and the rise in registration charges for farm 
vehicles also compounds the issue for growers,” he said.
“Farmers can no longer be the sponge that soaks up price 
decreases and input cost increases. If this trend continues, 
it won’t be long before any sort of vegetable cropping 
for processing will become unviable, placing at risk the 
downstream processing industry in the state.”

TasFarmers rejects potato price cut

On Saturday, September 6, the 
picturesque village of Wilmot will 
come to life in a kaleidoscope of 
festivities as three local events take 
over the village centre. 
Kicking off the day at 9am is the 
Wilmot Country Market Spring 
Edition with over 20 market stalls, hot 
food and live music until 1pm. 
Wilmot Historic Museum will open 
at 10am and run until 2pm with an 
educational program for children. 
Wilmot Car and Bike meets revs up 
from 11am until 2pm with veteran 
and vintage cars on display around the 
Wilmot Country Store. 
Come along and celebrate Spring with 
our wonderful community. 
Info: Idell Wadley 0448 326 246.
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ARE YOU A FUTURE
FILM MAKER? WeindorferWeindorfer

S H O R T  F I L M  F E S T I V A LS H O R T  F I L M  F E S T I V A L

THET H E
W

Holly WinterHolly Winter
andand Riley SapsfordRiley Sapsford

FREE FILM MAKER
WORKSHOP

WITH

VENUES IN SHEFFIELD, DEVONPORT, ULVERSTONE, AND WILMOT.

SNAP THE QR CODE FOR FULL DETAILS,

 TIMES, AND HOW TO APPLY.

ALL WELCOME.

FUNDED BY THE TASMANIAN GOVERNMENT COMMUNITY SUPPORT FUND

CONTACT US: 
WORKSHOP@WEINDORFERFILMFESTIVAL.COM.AU 
0448 976 442 | 0448 326 246
WEINDORFERFILMFESTIVAL.COM.AU

CREATE YOUR OWN SHORT FILM!

YOU WILL LEARN
HOW TO CREATE A GOOD STORY LINE

CHOOSE GOOD CAMERA ANGLES 
& TIPS ON EDITING

In the lead-up to Homelessness Week in early August, RSL 
Tasmania and the Kentish Council announced plans to build 
housing that supports local Veterans and their families in need.
The proposed housing will be built on Council-owned land 
opposite the Railton RSL Sub-Branch, providing transitional 
accommodation for Veterans and their families.
Delivered through RSL Tasmania’s Veteran Acute Housing 
Initiative and with funding provided through the Australian 
Government’s Veteran and Family Hubs Grants Program, 
a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between 
RSL Tasmania and the Kentish Council will explore the 
development of acute housing for Veterans.
“This agreement marks a key milestone in our effort to 
provide supported housing options for vulnerable Veterans in 
Tasmania,” said John Hardy, CEO of RSL Tasmania.
“With Veterans three times more likely to experience home-
lessness than the general population, there is a real need for 
what we will deliver.” 
Kentish Council resolved unanimously to support the project 
at its meeting on June 17, 2025, with options including a long-
term lease or title transfer for the development of two to three 
homes, supported by services delivered through RSL Tasmania’s 
VeteranHub and an accredited housing provider.
“RSL Tasmania would like to thank the Kentish Council for 
this support,” Mr Hardy said. 
“This will further enhance the services and support we provide 
through VeteranHub, a free service available to Veterans and 
their families throughout Tasmania.”
“As the Chair of the Royal Commission into Defence and 
Veteran Suicide, Commissioner Nick Kaldas APM reminded 

us, we all have a role to play in ensuring the mental health and 
wellbeing of those who risk their lives each day in the service of 
our country. 
“We’re working with all levels of government; local, state, and 
federal alongside Ex-Service Organisations (ESO’s), businesses, 
charities and primary health services to ensure we make 
Tasmania a place where Veterans and their families can thrive.”
Delivered in partnership with Centacare Evolve, the 
Veterans’ Acute Housing Program will provide transitional 
accommodation for up to two years, supported by wraparound 
services provided by VeteranHub.
Any Veteran who is homeless or at risk of homelessness is 
encouraged to reach out to one of the VeteranHub Navigators 
by calling 6154 0000 or email connect@veteranhub.org.au

Vets housing slated for RSL carpark
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  BBAAHHÁÁ’’II  FFAAIITTHH

“O Son of Being! Noble have I created 
thee, yet thou hast abased thyself. Rise, 
then, to that for which thou wast 
created.”  The Hidden Words of Baha’u’llah

www.bahai.org      ph. 0448976442 

This year marks a remarkable milestone 
for the Kentish Municipality: the 40th 
anniversary of Mazes & Murals - a 
celebration not only of creative vision 
but of community spirit, dedication, 
and the power of imagination.
It all began in July 1985 with the 
dream of one man, Brian Inder, who 
envisioned a grand maze nestled in the 
heart of Northern Tasmania. 
His dream took root and grew into 
Tasmazia & the Village of Lower 
Crackpot - a whimsical, world-
renowned destination where visitors can 
lose themselves in adventure, creativity, 
and charm (pictured right). 
From miniature towns to embassies of countries across the 
globe, Brian’s dedication to detail and delight has transformed 
a patch of countryside into a magical world that continues to 
inspire people of all ages.
Meanwhile, another seed of creativity was being planted. 
Inspired by a television story on the mural town of Chemainus 
in British Columbia, Beth Pagel proposed a similar initiative for 
Sheffield. Her vision - to turn our town into a canvas of culture 
- was brought before Kentish Council and quickly embraced.
Brian Inder, once again driven by community spirit, travelled 
to Chemainus to explore the idea firsthand. The result? The 

birth of the Kentish Outdoor Art Gallery, a now iconic open-
air display of storytelling through paint that blankets Kentish 
Municipality and its surrounding areas in colour, history, and 
life. It began with the initial mural Stillness & Warmth created 
by John Lendis and from there, the mural collection has 
continued to grow with more than 140 murals today.
Since those early days, hundreds of murals have graced our 
town, turning walls into windows of expression and attracting 
visitors from around the world. 
It’s difficult to count how many people have journeyed to 
Kentish over the past 40 years to experience our maze or our 
murals - but it’s easy to imagine how quiet our streets and shops 
might have been without them.
Mazes & Murals isn’t just a tourism draw - it’s part of our 
identity. It’s about believing in ideas, supporting one another, 
and building something beautiful for future generations.
To celebrate four decades of imagination and impact, Tasmazia 
& the Village of Lower Crackpot will host a Celebration of 40 
years of Mazes & Murals fun day on November 15. 
Everyone is invited to come and share in the festivities, which 
will include live music, children’s games, face painting, an art 
exhibition, BBQ, and more. It’s a day to remember the journey, 
celebrate the success, and look ahead to the future.
So, mark your calendars, bring the family, and join us in 
honouring 40 wonderful years of Mazes & Murals. 
Let’s come together as a community - as we have for four 
decades - to celebrate what makes Kentish truly unique.

Celebrate the power of imagination
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 Alan Dyer’s Books 
are now available as 

e-books online at 
www.alandyerbooks.com 

ADVERTISEMENT

Guy
Barnett

Liberal Member for Lyons

 76 Emy Bay Rd, Deloraine TAS 7304    6701 2170  
 GuyBarnettMP    guy.barnett@dpac.tas.gov.au

Authorised by G Barnett, 76 Emu Bay Rd, Deloraine TAS 7304

ADVERTISEMENT

Howlett
Liberal Member for Lyons

Jane

Authorised by J. Howlett, 
32 Cole St, Sorell TAS 7172

Thank you 
for your support
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Be The Voice 
of your Community

The Kentish Voice is seeking a new Editor

Contact editor@thekentishvoice.com.au

18 Station St, Sheffield 
Mon-Thu 9am-4pm  & Fri 9am-2pm        

Ph. 6491 2322 / 0447 325 343        
kentishhouse@glenhaven.org.au   

facebook.com/kentishhousetas  instagram.com/kentish.house

MR PERFECT BBQ -    -A FREE  blokes BBQ 

Saturday 27th September 2025 
11:00am –12:30pm  Health Park Sheffield * 

In case of bad weather join us at Bossimis for a hot drink and chat. 

KENTISH HOUSE PLAYGROUP  

Enjoy play time and activities with your child/ren  0-5 years. 

Tuesdays 9:00-11:00am during school terms 

SERVICES AUSTRALIA (CENTRELINK) 

Visiting Sheffield (9:30-11 am) and Railton (12-12:30pm) 
Wednesday 17th September 

Contact Kentish House to book specific appointment times  
alternatively, walk-ins are welcome.  

FREE LEGAL ADVICE  
North West Community Legal Centre are offering FREE legal 

advice at Kentish House.  

To make an appointment please contact  
North West Community Legal Centre 6424 8720. 

office@nwclc.org.au  

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE 

JP will be at Kentish House fortnightly. No appointment needed. 

Fortnightly (Monday)  9:30-11:00am 

The annual Railton Reunion was held last month at the Railton 
RSL Club, with 65 people gathering to reminisce and reflect.
Organised by Dianne Atkinson, the event was designed to bring 
people together during happy times rather than only seeing 

each other and catching 
up at funerals.
“It was a very, very happy 
get-together,” Dianne said. 
“Everyone who attends 
loves to be there and the 
chatter gets louder as each 
minute passes.”
The reunion is in its 14th 
year and anyone with any 
connection to Railton is 
more than welcome to 
come along. 

“This year one of the highlights was a map of Railton provided 
by Helen 
McKendrick,” 
Dianne said. 
“It was a map with 
all the streets and 
numbers and the 
names of families 
who lived there - 
really intriguing 
for everyone.”

Reunion strengthens friendships
She said anyone who had 
lived in Railton maintains 
a strong connection to the 
town.
“We had an idyllic 
childhood and now we 
feel like one big family. 
And we always take time 
to remember loved ones 
who are not able to make 
the yearly function.”
The event is likely to be 
held at the Kings Hall 

next year as part of the centenary celebrations.
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Paradise Road 
Massage & Sauna

Rumiko Young
Remedial massage therapist

Myofascial cupping • Dry 
needling • Health Fund rebates 

0487 602 513

In Sheffield, even the empties are pulling their weight. Through 
Tasmania’s new container refund scheme, Recycle Rewards, the 
Lions Club of Kentish is turning bottles and cans into healthy 
breakfasts for the region’s school kids – with local businesses 
leading the charge to support the cause. 
The Kentish Lions have been running the Breakfast Club 
program in local schools for more than a decade, helping 
students do their best in the classroom by setting them up for a 
day of learning with a healthy breakfast and a full belly. 
The program now has a new income stream, through its 
donation partnership with Recycle Rewards, which gives people 
the option to pass on their 10c refunds per container to support 
the club’s impactful work.
The volunteer-run, community-funded Breakfast Club program 
meets a critical need, as cost-of-living pressures and other 
barriers can mean some families struggle to have a proper 
morning meal each day. 
Funds raised go directly towards providing breakfasts for 
students at Sheffield, Wilmot and Railton schools a few days 
each week, making a big impact on the lives and futures of our 
local students. 
The difference a full stomach makes in the classroom is hard 
to overstate. Research backs what teachers see every day, that a 
good breakfast pays off in improved concentration, academic 
performance, social inclusion and behaviour. 

Recycling benefits Lions Brekky Club
Since the arrival of Sheffield’s own Recycle Rewards machine, 
several local businesses have jumped on board, turning their 
trash into essential funding for the positive initiative. 
The Sheffield Hotel has been at the forefront, donating all its 
container refunds to the program – adding up to around $80 
per week. 
It is a true community effort that makes the Breakfast Club 
possible, with local organisations such as aged care provider 
Tandara Lodge and Astron service station choosing to pass on 
their container refunds to the Lions. All contributions help 
make a meaningful change to the lives of our school children.  
The Kentish Lions are eager to expand the initiative to 
eventually provide meals every morning of the school week. 
They are calling on the community to support them in this 
mission and consider donating their next container refund to 
the cause.
One container might not seem like much, but when the whole 
town pitches in, you can only imagine what could end up on 
the breakfast table!

Twins Charlie and Lilly Tavailagi help serve students.

Lions Breakfast Club 
volunteer Rosemarie Bockholt 
with Prep student Izzy 
Hardwicke.



Page 10 The Kentish Voice - September 2025

Diego Pellegrini
Remedial Massage Therapist

Back, Neck, Shoulder & Ankle 
issues, Sciatica, Muscle Tears or 
Strains including Hamstring,
Quad and Calf, Osteitis Pubis

& MoreDPRMT

 drpellegrini_tutamail.com

  0434 053 971

496 Lower Beulah Rd
LOWER BEULAH 7306

WILMOT  MEMORIAL  HALL 
Saturday 13th September  2025 

7:00pm to 8.30pm

   WILMOT  YARNS  2 
Tall Tales & True Stories 
& traditional country supper! 

 

hosts: rodney miles & phillip richards 

Bruce      Lyndon
Buxton       Oneil 

  Loretta         Tony 
   Smith   Spillane 

   Mystery Guest     Becky Coates 

  Lisa Charleston 

connecting our past, present 
& emerging storytellers 

 
    

 
 

 

 

ADMISSION $5 
rsvp dianne  04 9998 0246  limited Seats 

with grateful thanks to our sponsors: 

Tall & True Stories Apply for mature 
age scholarship
Thinking of pursuing an education, training and reskilling 
opportunity? Kentish Council offers a Mature Age Scholarship 
of $1800 each calendar year to ease the financial pressure 
associated with study, including covering fees, travel, study 
equipment or learning resources.
The scholarship is open to students aged over 35 as of January 
1, 2026, who have lived in the Kentish Municipality for at least 
the last two years. 
Applicants must be enrolled or accepted for enrolment 
either full-time or part-time at either University, TasTAFE, 
an apprenticeship, heavy vehicle training or at an approved 
education provider in 2026.
Applicants should be unemployed, working part-time, or able 
to demonstrate how the scholarship would help them secure or 
maintain ongoing employment.
Kentish Council’s Mature Age Scholarship has helped students 
to secure stable employment in their chosen career and even 
transition into entirely new careers; demonstrating the tangible 
difference this funding can make for mature age learners.
Melissa Reeves, a successful recipient of 2025 Mature Age 
Scholarship said: “As a mature-aged student, receiving the 2025 
scholarship has had a significant impact on my ability to return 
to study. Without this opportunity, I may not have had the 
chance to pursue further education. This scholarship hasn’t just 
lifted the financial burden; it’s boosted my confidence, opened 
new doors, and reminded me that it’s never too late to return to 
learning and grow both personally and professionally.”
To apply, visit https://www.kentish.tas.gov.au/community/
community-grants/mature-age-and-youth-scholarship.
Applications close on December 6, 2025.

Wilmot Yarns 2: Tall Tales and True Stories is on at the Wilmot 
Memorial Hall on Saturday, September 13, from 7.30pm 
followed by a traditional country supper.  
Loretta Smith, our youngest speaker, hails from the Erriba 
wilds and follows in the footsteps of her adventurous 
journalistic great Auntie Marjorie Smith.  
Loretta, 15, will speak about a local Wilmot soldier who died 
during the battle of Messine in Belgium during WW1. 
Loretta is well qualified to spin this yarn as she was one of six 
Tasmanian students to participate in the Frank MacDonald 
Memorial Prize study tour of the battlefields of France and 
Belgium this year. 
Loretta was honoured to share her research of a family member 
during a pilgrimage to his grave buried at Adelaide Cemetery, 
and her group participated in the ANZAC dawn service at the 
Australian Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery ceremony. 
Wilmot Yarns 2 is a country event managed by our rogue MCs, 
Rodney Miles and Phillip Richards, who will have the cattle 
prod out to keep our wum bunch of woudy wascals in line. 
This year our speakers are mostly a younger generation as we 
are keen to hear from the latest crop of storytellers, and they 
include Loretta Smith, Bruce Buxton, Lisa Charleston, Tony 
Spillane, Becky Coates and a mystery speaker.  Lyndon O’Neil 
will again welcome us to Country and share some aboriginal 
yarns of the area. 
Numbers are limited for Wilmot Yarns 2 so book early by 
contacting Dianne on 0499 980 246.
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Stay in touch:
 https://connect.hydro.com.au/cethana-pumpedhydro

Cethana pumped hydro

Project update

Did you know Cethana is a great place to build
pumped hydro? Learn how the proposed
project will deliver more clean energy, create up
to 350 jobs and boost the local economy.

Scan here to stay in
touch >>Join the conversation!

September 2025
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Please email your sports news to: 
editor@thekentishvoice.com.au

SPORT  

WEST KENTISH CRICKET CLUB

KENTISH PONY  CLUB
The end of season Kentish Pony Club rally saw the riders go off 
on a trail ride. The lead rein and young riders met at the pines 
on the Railton Road where they had a lovely morning ride. The 
senior riders left from the PC grounds, following the Tassie trail 
for a four-hour ride with some detours along the way! 
Everyone had a fantastic day, the weather was good, too.
Trophy night was held on July 19 and, although a number 
of our riders couldn’t come, we still had a great presentation 
evening. Medallions were given to all members and trophies 
awarded for a number of categories.  
Certificates and badges were also given to riders who had 
completed their PC tests this season.
Although not compulsory,  these PC tests give our riders a sense 
of achievement and encourage them to work towards the next 
level in horsemanship.
We hoped to start the new PC season August 24, weather 
permitting followed by a rally on September 7. 
New members welcome.  We also have an option to come and 
try for two rallies before joining as a full member. 

A reunion was held recently for members and friends of the 
West Kentish Cricket Club.
The first cricket match in the Kentish district was around 1871 
(an obituary of a West Kentish resident from 1929 stated that 
he had played in the first match “almost 60 years ago”).
Some of the early clubs West Kentish played against had names 
such as Fernleigh Union, North Pole, Dasher and Railway.
The club played matches as far away as Kindred and Deloraine.
In July 1914 after a break of a couple of years there was a 
meeting to reestablish a West Kentish Football club and Cricket 
club. William Braid Jnr offered a paddock on which they could 
play, with a proper concrete pitch poured a few years later in 
October 1925 (almost 100 years ago).
Over the club’s history, it has folded and re-established several 
times, often when reforming there were enough members to 
field two teams.

Kentish Pony Club supports ticket to play vouchers for eligible 
members.

BEULAH CRICKET CLUB
The Beulah Cricket Club is looking for players for the 
upcoming cricket season. 
New to the area or thinking about coming out of retirement 
or just want to enjoy a game of cricket with a good family 
friendly club? Contact Mick Davey on 0438 743 665. 
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SPORT  
SHEFFIELD GOLFSHEFFIELD FOOTBALL CLUB

The 2025 Season has come to a close for the Sheffield 
Robins, with both teams making it into the finals series but 
unfortunately getting knocked out. 
Our Seniors ended fifth on the ladder leading into the finals 
and faced the Forth Magpies in the elimination round where 
they did their best but unfortunately didn’t make it through to 
the following week. 
Our Reserves went into the finals as second on the ladder 
and had a second chance after losing to Forth Reserves. East 
Ulverstone turned up to play and got the better of our Reserves 
in the first semi-final which was a tough blow for everyone. 
Our players have faced many uphill challenges this season with 
injuries and unavailability. This made it hard to gel within their 
grade on the field. 
But with our challenges we noticed a positive shift in the off-
field culture, which has made our club as whole a lot closer. 
We are excited for what the upcoming season will bring for the 
Robins and we hope you are all as keen as us to see footy back 
in the 2026 Season. Have a nice break to regroup and rest to 
make next year the most successful it can be! 

Winter settled in at the beginning of this month, causing wet 
playing conditions and disruption of some games. However, in 
mid August we had some lovely sunny winter days.
Thank you to our handful of volunteers, especially Bob 
Coleman, who on a weekly basis tends our greens, fairways 
and gardens. Also a big thank you to our August monthly 
medal sponsors Bossimi Bakery and Sheffield Mechanical and 
Tyre. Our club would not be in existence without the amazing 
support of local sponsors and volunteers.
August Monthly Medal Winners
Vets Sponsored by Sheffield Mechanical and Tyre was won by 
Glen Connors on 71from Rowan Sherriff on count back from 
David Jago on 73 Net.
Ladies Sponsored by Bossimi Bakery was won by Janice 
Williams with 74 net, from Lou Proud on 78 net.
Members;  Sponsored by Sheffield Mechanical and Tyre was won 
by David Jago on a countback from Stephen Hope with 70 Net.
Members 19/07  Due to wet conditions some members chose to 
play a 9 hole competition, which was won by Glen Connors on 
19 Net from Peter Orchard on 18 Net.
Others decided to play on and complete a 18 hole competition.
The winner was Greg Collis on count back from Scott 
Westbrook on 32 Net.
Vets/Ladies  22/7 Ambrose 2 was won by Janice Williams and 
Rowan Sherriff on 65.5 Net from Greg Collis and Helen Lloyd-
Jones on 63.75 Net.
Members 26/7 Golf was cancelled due to wet conditions, 
however a few members chose to prop up the Bar for the 
remainder of the day; Jimmy, Tony, Drew, Mark & Matty. 
Aided by Greg who kindly got them lunch from Bossimis.
Vets/Ladies 29/7 Ambrose 4 was won by Greg Collis, Helen 
Lloyd-Jones, Micheal Meaney and Janice Williams with a  
53.125 Net followed by David McMillan, Micheal Chatwin, 
Anthony Burchill and Rodney Shackleton on 53.625 Net
Members 09/8 American Foursome was won by Scott 
Westbrook and Roland Proud with 63.75 Net from Macklyn 
Jones and Rodney Von Stieglitz on 69.25 Net.
Vets  12/8 Stableford was won by Micheal Chatwin with  33 
Net from Glen Connors on 32 net.
Ladies  12/8 Stableford was won by Judy Denney on countback 
from Lou Proud on 31 Net.
Members  16/8 Stableford was won by Roland Proud on count 
back from Glen Connors on 33 Net.

RAILTON PARKRUN

James Huxtable for the Sheffield Robins taking a ruck tap.

Marg McLachlan 
(centre) chose to 
mark her 300th 
parkrun down 
south at Kingston, 
accompanied by 
friends Bronwyn 
Kent (left) and 
Narelle Howe.
The trio were in 
Hobart to hike Mt 
Wellington and 
decided to do the 
run as a warm-up. 
Railton parkrun 
is held Saturday 
morning from 9am 
at Sykes Reserve on 
Kimberley Road. 
To register, visit 
Parkrun Australia
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PO Box 63, SHEFFIELD  Ph. (03) 6491 0200  Office Hours: 8:00am – 4:30pm week days
Following an emergency e.g. flood, fire, wind storms etc. Council can be contacted for information and referral to support services.

KENTISH COUNCIL 
RATES REMINDER
All ratepayers should have now received their rates 
notice. If you have not received your notice, please 
contact Council for a replacement.

Full payment or the first instalment of rates for the 
2025/2026 financial year was due on 31st August 
2025. A reminder that the second-rate instalment is 
due on or before 31st October 2025. 

Should you be experiencing financial difficulties, 
please contact our Rates Officer to discuss payment 
arrangement options. 

PENSION REMISSIONS
Are you eligible for a pension remission on your 
property for the 2025/2026 financial year? To be 
eligible for a remission you must be responsible for the 
payment of rates on the property, have a Pension 
Concession, Health Care or Department of Veteran 
Affairs card valid as of 1st July for the financial year in 
which you are making a claim, and it must be your 
principal place of residence on the 1st July 2025.

If you received a pension remission in previous years 
and your circumstances have not changed, you will not 
need to provide your concession details again and the 
remission will be automatically applied.

COMMUNITY INFORMATION EVENINGS 
Council will hold the following Community Information 
Evenings: 

• Sheffield – Thursday, 28 August, 2025,
7pm – Sheffield Town Hall

• Railton - Thursday, 25 September 2025,
7pm - Railton Kings Hall.

• Lwr Barrington, Acacia Hills & Sth Spreyton -
Thursday, 30 October 2025, 7pm - Lower
Barrington Hall.

• Wilmot - Thursday, 28 November 2025,
7pm - Wilmot Hall.

All residents are invited to attend. RSVPs are essential 
via Council’s website: www.kentish.tas.gov.au or 
phone 6491 0200.

LIFT THE TONE CAMPAIGN

COUNCIL WEBSITE CUSTOMER REQUESTS
Have you noticed something that needs our attention? 
Our website www.kentish.tas.gov.au features a handy 
“Customer Request” icon. You can use this icon to 
report maintenance items, road works requests, animal 
or general complaints or even make suggestions. 

YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP 2026
Council is offering a $1,800.00 scholarship to a 
university student or a student attending an approved 
education facility in 2026. The scholarship is to help 
with expenses associated with relocating from Kentish. 
The student must: 

1. Be enrolled or be accepted for enrolment for
full-time study at either University, TAFE or an
approved education facility in 2026;

2. Have been a Kentish resident for the last two
years of their secondary studies;

3. Intend or be living away for home as a result of
their studies; and

4. Be under the age of 25 as of 1st January 2026.

All applications must be on the appropriate form, which 
can be obtained for Council’s website at 
www.kentish.tas.gov.au or by phoning 6491 0200. The 
closing date for applications is 6th December 2026.

MATURE AGE SCHOLARSHIP 2026
Kentish Council is offering a $1,800.00 scholarship to a 
mature-age student attending an approved educational 
institution in 2026. This scholarship is to help with 
expenses for students associated with undertaking 
their studies or reskilling. The student must:

1. Be enrolled or accepted for enrolment for full-
time or part-time study at either University,
TAFE, apprenticeship, heavy vehicle training,
or another approved education facility in 2026;

2. Have resided in the Kentish Municipality for at
least the last two years;

3. Be over the age of 35 as of 1st January 2026;
and

4. Be unemployed, work part-time, or
demonstrate how the scholarship would assist
in retaining or finding ongoing employment.

All applications must be on the appropriate form, which 
can be obtained from Council’s website at 
www.kentish.tas.gov.au or by phoning 64910 0200.  
The closing date for applications is 6th December 
2025. 

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING
The next ordinary meeting of Council will be held at the 
Council Office on Tuesday, 16 September, 2025
commencing at 6:00pm.  
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KENTISH LIONS

COMMUNITY NOTES 

WILMOT HISTORIC MUSEUM
Opening hours Wednesday to Sunday 10am to 3pm.

REDWATER CREEK STEAM & 
HERITAGE CENTRE

CLAUDE ROAD MARKET WORKING ART SPACE SHEFFIELD

HUB REPORT

Sheffield Art Gallery – 6 Pioneer Crescent
The current exhibition showcases 
local artist Cindy Thompson and her 
Textile Art creations entitled Stitching 
Stories of Colour, Texture and Beauty. 
Textile Artist Cindy Thompson, lives in 
beautiful Barrington.
Her love of hand embroidery, sewing, 
fabric and colour has morphed itself 

over the years into her own style that includes free motion 
machine embroidery and working with dissolvable fabric. The 
colour and textures of fabric and thread is inspiration for her to 
create her pieces. 
This is Cindy’s first exhibition and clearly shows the love 
she has of this medium. Don’t miss out on seeing the varied 
artworks that Cindy has produced.
Opening hours: 10am to 3pm daily and entry is free of charge.
Working Art Space – 4-6 Albert Street, Sheffield
Printing classes: Every Tuesday between 10.30am and 2.30pm. 
Minimal cost of $3.00 per person to cover inks and paper.
Contact Fay on 0400 491 272 or email faylilly@hotmail.com
Botanical Drawing: Saturdays from 1.00pm to 3.30pm
If you would like to take part, please contact Colette Binder on 
0439 426 665 for more information.
On Tuesdays and Wednesdays please feel free to pop by our 
Albert Street Gallery to view our art displays including pottery 
creations in progress.

Thank you to our volunteers who sort, price and arrange the 
shop. We often have interesting discussions about those mystery 
items that come in.
Recent donations
• Wilmot Primary School $3000.
• Wilmot Tourist & Progress Ass $1261.
• Oss Foley Endurance Riders $1000.
At our next meeting, the Chairman & Treasurer will present 
their annual reports. Thank you for your support, this helps us 
as we encourage many in our Kentish community.

Our Spring market is on again on Saturday, September 20, 
from 9am-1pm so come along and see what’s on offer - maybe 
start your Christmas shopping! There will be a hall full of 
treasures and a kitchen full of home-cooked goodies so come to 
shop, stay to eat and then grab a take-away.

CLAUDE ROAD HALL AGM
We will be holding our AGM on Monday, September 29, 6pm 
at Claude Road Hall and we would love for you to join us. We 
are a small, dynamic committee which meets only four times a 
year, each meeting normally lasting around an hour, and you 
would have a chance to contribute to the future maintenance 
and development of our wonderful hall. 
Being on a Committee doesn’t have to be a burden – let us 
prove that to you.

The Krauss Steam Train will be running on September 6-7 
every half hour from 11am until 4pm. Bring Dad along for a 
special ride on Fathers Day. 
Miniature Train will also be running for as many days as we 
can get a crew and weather permitting. Model Trains will also 
be showing off their fabulous layout.  
The Annual General Meeting of Redwater Creek Steam and 
Heritage Society Inc. will be held on Saturday, September 
27, at 11am in the Nook Building at the Sheffield Recreation 
Grounds.    
All members and friends are invited. Contact Jill Ridgway on 
0448 631 922 for more information.    

The Lions Club of Kentish has recommenced 
catering at some of the Tasmanian Endurance 
Riders Club (TERC) events.  This brings 
additional money from outside of Kentish that we 

use to support our community. We continue to hold Bunnings 
sausage sizzles every month, again bringing in money from 
outside of Kentish for our community.
We will again host the Sheffield Christmas Parade in mid 
December, so start planning your float. Our Breakfast Club 
supports all three schools in Kentish.  
There is significant need for our children to get a simple, 
nutritious breakfast to start their school day. Teachers comment 
how much better the children can learn with a good breakfast.
We have been conducting Children’s Vision screenings a schools 
around the area. This program aims to identify children with 
potential vision issues and encourage parents to take their 
children to an optometrist.  
With one in five school children having potential vision issues, 
and that 80% of learning is via their eyes, it is really important 
to get these address so our children can be the best they can be.
Our meetings are second and fourth Mondays of the month.  
Guests are welcome. If you’d like to know more about Lions, or 
come to a meeting, contact us at kentishlions@gmail.com.
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'YES TO WELL BEING – 
Women's HEALTH WEEK' 
SUPPORTED BY Local Gals & 

TASMANIAN WOMEN IN 
AGRICULTURE 

WILMOT HALL 9.30AM - 2.30PM 
TUESDAY 2 SEPTEMBER 2025 

TOPICS BY PRESENTERS INCLUDE: 
EATING - SELF DEFENCE - EXERCISE - 

GYNECOLOGICAL CANCERS - 
CONTINENCE  - AGEING  -  

MENTAL HEALTH# 
NO COST - LUNCH INCLUDED 

MORE INFO 0499 980 246 / 6492 1098 

COMMUNITY NOTES 
KENTISH MEN’S SHED

KENTISH SCOUTS

Recently our Scouts travelled to Holland. While they were there 
they enjoyed Dutch cuisine consisting of:
• Gehaktballen - Dutch meatballs with a jus
• Hutspot - a mashed potato, carrot and onion side dish
• Mixed salad - with dry Gouda cheese
• Dutch hot chocolate and Stroopwafel - for dessert
The night was led by Fleur, our very own Dutch expert, cooked 
and enjoyed by all of our scouts. 
Our Cubs have also been busy with fire pit safety and damper 
cooking, constructing birdhouses and prepping for Cuboree 
- a statewide scout camp in Hobart which will be a huge first
experience for most of our cubs. And so much fun.
We are looking for leaders, so please come along to a Cub night: 
Mondays 6-7:30 or a Scout night: Thursdays 6:30-8:30 and see 
if you feel as though you would fit in with our scout family. 
- Tanya, Scout Chairperson 0438 559 317.

July was another busy month at the Men’s Shed despite 
the winter frosts. We were well pleased to receive a pack of 
Tasmanian Oak off-cuts from our friends at Fairbrother’s. This 
wood will serve well in the toy making and other small projects.
We have also taken delivery of a rather nice metal lathe thanks 
to a generous grant from Australian Men’s Shed Association and 
we are now able to retire our ancient lathe which was showing 
signs of distress.

Our President, the redoubtable Terry Hughes in the company 
of Peter Morris, attended the Tasmanian Men’s Shed 
Association which was held in Campbell Town. In all, 120 
representatives from 74 sheds made the gathering a lively affair 
and from all reports the association is set fair to serve our 
shedding needs for another year.
Work is progressing on our Christmas float for the annual 

parade. Our expectation is that Dorothy (our vintage tractor) 
will be ready in time to join the fun.
We also welcome our newest member Brendon Branch. 
Brendon is a retired carpenter, resident at Tandara and will 
doubtless make a useful contribution.
Our members are asked to take note that our Annual General 
Meeting shall be held at the shed at 0930 hrs Thursday, 
September 11. Our Mayor Kate Haberle will be presiding again.
Visitors are welcome at the shed, and we are open Thursdays 
and Saturdays 9am to 1pm.
For information Call Terry 0429 122 520

KENTISH PROBUS CLUB
The next meeting of the Kentish Probus Club will be Tuesday, 
September 9, at 10am at the Sheffield Bowls Club. 
The Guest Speaker is Bruce Hutchison re: photography. The 
outing will be a luncheon to be Atrium Café Bar at Don.
For further information contact Annelise on 6496 1220.
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In spring, birds are busy 
in gardens, squabbling 
over territory, building 
nests and rearing young. 

Mature trees, both native and exotic, are highly valuable for 
birds for nesting. While it can be hard to live with a large tree 
in a small garden, the value that it brings to the neighbourhood 
is immense. As well as providing food, shade and shelter, old 
trees with hollows or nesting boxes, are valuable breeding 
habitat.
But if you don’t have room for a tree, dense shrubs and even 
climbers provide shelter and safety for nesting birds. Others 
may nest under the eaves or in your garage.
As you go about garden tasks, be aware that birds may be 
nesting. Always check shrubs and hedges for nests before you 
start pruning. If a nest is present, put off the hedge trimming 
for a few weeks until the birds have fledged and flown.
The next meeting of the Kentish Garden Club is Thursday, 
September 11, from 6.30pm for a talk on bushfire preparedness. 
The meeting is held at the Bible Chapel, 45 High Street, 
Sheffield. For more information, call Jennifer Stackhouse (KGC 
President) on 0488 047 011.
Discover the gardens and nurseries of Hobart
The Kentish Garden Club has arranged a three-day coach tour 
to Hobart to view gardens and visit nurseries. The tour departs 
on Friday, October 17, from Sheffield and returns on Sunday, 
October 19. If you would like a copy of the itinerary or more 
information, call Jennifer on 0488 047 011.

Gardening with Robert Gower
Spring is here, and I am keen to get my list of vegies on the way, 
but September can still be wintery, so you need to select vegies 
that can handle any frost that comes along. 
The first to be planted is carrot seed, including a purple variety 
and some little round ones, which will be ready first. I generally 
dig over, and break up the soil, so it’s nice and fine, then sow 
the carrot seed a few centimetres deep. 
As for feeding and thinning out, I start by liquid feeding and 
then once they have had their first thinning out, then place 
some organic fertiliser along the row. I only thin out to around 
3cm apart, leaving the remaining to grow to their true size. 
Parsnips. The trick to growing parsnip seed so that it 
germinates at the same time as the carrots, is to simply soak 
the seed for 4-5hrs just before sowing them in the ground. Just 
drain the water off and mix the seed in with some sand, or dry 
soil, then spread thinly in a trench a few cms deep. 
I find this method works really well as I’ve sown it this way for 
a number of years now. Make sure you use the freshest seed. 
Check the dates of the packets and try to get seed that still has 
two years use by date. 
One trick my father used to do was plant a radish seed every 
30cm because they would germinate first, easily marking where 
the row is. This trick works for both carrots and parsnips. 
Next to plant is one of my favourites – the purple broccoli. 
I buy Diggers, they are the best tasting on the market and 
produce for months. I normally eat them before they get to the 
kitchen. 

Once they have produced their first head, after that they grow 
like broccolini. 
I also like to grow silver beet, and when I do, I sow the seeds 
like with the carrots only into soil that has been well mixed 
with lots of organic fertiliser. I just pick the leaves as I need 
them, not whole plants. 
With the humble lettuce, we tend to be old fashioned and grow 
iceberg lettuce. Dig in lots of organic fertiliser and compost 
before planting. 
With all my vegies I use an iron based snail bait that turns into 
fertiliser as it breaks down and doesn’t harm anything other 
than snails and slugs. The broccoli I spray Dipel to control the 
green caterpillar, if I think it’s a problem with the heads. When 
it comes to spraying I have the attitude that I don’t want to eat 
anything that insects won’t eat.  

Tips for sowing seeds as frosts ease
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Paul John Tamas
December 27, 1963 - June 16, 2025
Paul’s passing was such a shock to everyone and Leanne would like 
to share what happened with her caring community.
On Sunday 15th June I went to work as normal around 11am 
Paul messaged me to bring coffee home. I arrived home around 
3pm to find Paul collapsed on the floor in his shed, he was 
unconscious and had vomited so his head was laying in grease 
and vomit. I got a towel to put under his head and called the 
ambulance (Paul had collapsed on me like this before but was 
very adamant I wasn’t to call an ambulance). I was glad that 
I could call the ambulance and, in my mind, get whatever is 
going on with him sorted as I knew he wasn’t right. I didn’t for 
the life of me think he might die.
Dillon & Janna arrived and Paul was loaded into the 
ambulance. Janna got in the back with Paul and he was trying 
to pull the blood pressure arm band off, so he was aware of 
that. I warned the officers that, if he wakes up, be aware he will 
probably be very mad and he is very strong. So off they went, 
Janna followed ambulance (she said “I’m not having Dad be 
there alone”) Dillon and I went inside to collect PJs etc. Within 
no time Janna is calling Dillon to say “You have got to get mum 
here quickly as they are asking about resuscitation and say he 
may not even make it before you and Mum get here.” Dillon 
didn’t tell me this but said “we have to go right now Mum”. 
He drove like he was a racing car driver to the hospital, I kept 
growling to slow down, but now I know what he knew I guess 
maybe I would do the same.
When we arrived at the ICU they had done scans to determine 
that Paul had massive brain bleeds and showed us a video of 
what was happening. There was two doctors and four nurses 
in the room and a doctor explained to us that they had an 
ambulance to take Paul to Hobart for an operation. But the 
surgeon in Hobart said there was a 50% chance that he would 
make the trip, and if he did make the trip and survive the 
operation, there was a 100% chance that he would need 24 
hour care for the rest of his life. The decision was mine to 
make, and they are all waiting, waiting. I asked how long he 
would live like this and the answer was 24 hours. Paul and 
I had discussed this many, many times, and we had both 
promised each other that we would not keep the other alive. So 
I said “No”.
They gave us a room with giraffes all over the walls and I 
thought that was very fitting as he called me Mrs Giraffe, and 
the picture he had of me in his contacts was a giraffe. I cut his 
eyebrows and plaited his hair.
One of the nurses who had been in the ICU earlier came to 
find us and say that she could see the family bond and the 
love we had, and that she sees too many instances where the 
decision is made for their own needs and not the needs of their 
loved one. She wished that there were more families like ours. 
I really appreciated those words, because we all know there are 
miracles.
The kids stayed until late into the night, and I just sat, talked, 
prayed and sang, holding his hand. They made up a bed for me 
and encouraged me to sleep. But I felt I couldn’t sleep as that 
was going to be my last time with him and I didn’t want to lose 
a second sleeping.
Around 3.30am we were moved up to the 3rd Floor. The nurse 

there said that Paul was close to passing and maybe I should 
call the kids. Me being a “know-all” said “no he’s not close, not 
yet anyways”. She got a warm blanket and wrapped it around 
me and patted my shoulder and said she would be back soon. 
As she left Paul took two breaths and died at 4.47am. I was 
grateful for the 12 hours plus that I had with him.
So I started packing up my things but the nurse said that I 
had to wait for the Police and that I should call the kids as the 
Police will want to interview you all. Two and a half hours we 
waited in Paul’s room. I wished they had told me earlier that 
this would happen. The reason being that Paul had not seen a 
doctor in 10 years and that he had passed within 24 hours.
The shock is still so raw, and only this week I was admitted to 
hospital with gastro, fever and a heart rate of 40bpm, which 
they say isn’t good. Staff at hospital thought I had tried to 
overdose or something as they couldn’t find out what was really 
wrong with me. During my time at hospital I woke to see the 
giraffes looking down on me. Yep! I was in same room as Paul 
on 16/6. It gave me strength, and since then my family have not 
left my side. I’m tough, I’ll be fine.
The tsunami of flowers, cards, messages, food... the love I have 
received is something hard to explain. I walk down Main Street 
and people in our community come for a hug and I love that. 
I love that for Paul, as when we started in the shop his main 
worry was talking to people he didn’t know. I’m sure you agree 
he came a long way in that area, Jimmy King & Golly Locket 
were well respected men of our community and I remember 
saying to Paul maybe 16 years ago they will say that about you 
too one day. He was always friendly. I was the prickly one. 
I’m so proud for him. Life is a journey and our journey was 
amazing! We both learned a lot from each other and had a love 
so strong we were soulmates. I will love him forever.
- Leanne Tamas

OBITUARY 



Page 19The Kentish Voice - September 2025

By Julie Marshall
The Community Preparedness Open Day held in Railton 
last month offered a demonstration of sandbagging, with 
participants shown a water-filled alternative. This sausage-like 
item is cost-effective, sustainable (reusable), user-friendly and 
can be filled from the hose. 
Residents also gained insight into the work being done by SES 
and the Bureau of Meteorology towards early warning systems 
through updated flood maps.
Preparing for emergencies involves cleaning out gutters as a 
deterrent in bushfires, removing dangerous trees to avoid storm 
damage and removing fence panels for the easy flow of water 
during floods. But how many have considered the fast removal 
of horses, particularly during bushfires? Practising with your 
horse to enter the float quickly will reduce stress for both of you 
during emergencies. 
Rural property owners who have bridges or cattle grids… have 
you checked the load limits for fire truck access?
Did you know?
•	 No animals in evacuation centres except guide dogs 
•	 Smoke alarms need to be replaced every 10 years 
•	 Electric cars, e-bikes, e-scooters and mobility devices 

should be charged away from living spaces. The number of 
house fires has increased substantially due to this issue.

Resilient Railton, hosted by Kentish Council, the SES, 
Tasmania Fire Service and the state government, was designed 
to help the Railton community prepare for emergencies.

Railton demonstrates its resilience

Prepared: (from left) Emmett Stapleton, Matt Twin (SES 
Community Engagement volunteer), Selina Woodiwiss, Luke 
Bennett (Tas Fire Service Community Preparedness Officer)
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The Access to Health 
Services Project received

funding from the 
Australian Government

KENTISH HEALTH SERVICES & PROGRAMS CALENDAR – SEPTEMBER 2025
Every Monday Every Tuesday Every Wednesday Every Thursday Every Friday Every Weekend

10.00am – 3.30pm: 
CHSP @ KAAC * 
6.30pm – 9.45pm: 
Navigating 
Relationships Peer 
Group Chat (12-25’s) 
@ Headspace online 

9.00am – 11.00am: Playgroup (0-
5’s) @ Kentish House 
10.00am: Mountain Learners 
Homeschool Meet @ Kings Park 
10.00am – 3.00pm: CHSP @ 
KAAC * 
11.00am: Fitness Class @ LBCH 
*/** 
6.30pm – 9.45pm: Qheadspace 
Peer Group Chat (LGBTIQA+ & 
allies, 12-25’s) @ Headspace 
online 

9.30am – 11.00am: Food pick 
up for Kentish residents @ KH 
10.15am: Ladies Social 
Badminton @ LBCH * 
6.30pm – 9.45pm: General 
Coping Peer Group Chat (12-
25’s) @ Headspace online 
6.30pm – 9.45pm: Adults 
Supporting Young People (for 
family & other adults) @ 
Headspace – text-based group 
chat 

9.00am – 1.00pm: Kentish Men’s Shed
10.30am: Fitness Class @ LBCH */**
3.00pm - 4.30pm: Green Room (Youth 
11-17’s) @ Sheffield Youth Centre 
4.00pm – 6.00pm: The Quiet Corner @
Kentish House
6.30pm – 9.45pm: Yarnspace Peer Group 
Chat (A&TSI 12-25’s) @ Headspace
online 
6.30pm – 9.45pm: Work & Study Peer 
Group Chat (12-25’s) @ Headspace
online 

9.00am – 11.00am: Social Craft 
Group @ Kentish House
10.00am – 11.00am: Cuppa & 
Kids (Railton Parents Group) @
Limestone Bakery Cafe
2.00pm – 3.00pm: The Chatty 
Cafe @ Turnbull’s Pharmacy
2.30pm: Mountain Learners
Homeschool Meet @ Kings Park
5.30pm – 7.30pm: Munting 
Taekwondo @ Sheffield School 
Gym *

Saturday
8.50am: Railton Park Run @
Sykes Sanctuary, Kimberley Rd
9.00am – 12.00pm: Kentish
Men’s Shed 
12.30pm: Social Bowls @
Sheffield Bowls Club *

Sunday
10.00am: Social Pickleball @
Railton Rec & Comm. Centre *

Specific Mondays Specific Tuesdays Specific Wednesdays Specific Thursdays Specific Fridays Specific
Weekends

1st  
9:00am – 12:00pm: North West Community Legal 
Centre @ Kentish House** 
9:30am – 11:00am: Justice of the Peace @ Kentish 
House 

8th  
3.00pm – 4.30pm: Social Hub (for neurodiverse 
young people, 12-18’s) @ Kentish House 

15h    
9:00am – 12:00pm: North West Community Legal 
Centre @ Kentish House** 
9:30am – 11:00am: Justice of the Peace @ Kentish 
House 
10.30am – 2.30pm: Healthy Outing to The Hive, 
Ulverstone @ Kentish House ** 
4.30pm – 6.00pm: Culturally & Linguistically Diverse 
Social Group @ Kentish House 

22nd  
No NILS appointments available at Kentish House 
today  
3.00pm – 4.30pm: Social Hub (for neurodiverse 
young people, 12-18’s) @ Kentish House 

29th  
9:00am – 12:00pm: North West Community Legal 
Centre @ Kentish House** 
9:30am – 11:00am: Justice of the Peace @ Kentish 
House 

2nd   
9.00am – 11.00am: 
Anglicare KIDS 
Parenting Support 
(Playgroup) @ 
Kentish House 

16th   
9.00am – 11.00am: 
Mission Early 
Childhood Care 
Coordinator 
(Playgroup) @ KH 

23rd  
9.00am – 11.00am: 
KIDS Parenting 
Support 
(Playgroup) @ 
Kentish House 
12.00pm – 
1.30pm: Birth 
Trauma Peer Group 
@ Online, Zoom **  

3rd  
12.00pm – 1.30pm: Australian Red Cross Recovery 
Basics Webinar Series (The Impacts of Disasters on 
Communities & Individuals) @ Zoom **

10th  
10.00am – 12.00pm: NDIS Mission Australia @ KH
2:00pm – 3.00pm: Kentish Carers Support Group @
Rural Health feat. NWCLC
5.00pm – 6.00pm: Digital Health Literacy Support 
Hour @ KH 

17th  
9.30am – 11.00am: Services Australia @ Kentish H.
12.00pm – 12.30pm: Services Australia @ Kings Hall, 
Railton 
5.00pm – 6.00pm: Digital Health Literacy Support 
Hour @ KH 

24th  
9.30am – 11.00am: Rural Health @ Kentish House
12.00 – 1.30pm: Red Cross Recovery Basics: 
Supporting the Supporters @ Online, Zoom **
5.00pm – 6.00pm: Digital Health Literacy Support 
Hour @ KH 

For more information please contact:

Kentish House: 6491 2322
Cassandra: 0447 325 343
Ruby: 0497 780 216 

4th

3.30pm – 5.00pm: Textiles Crafting 
Group @ Sheffield Library

11th

Dementia Australia will be @
Kentish House today **
10:00am – 11.30am: Parents & 
Children’s Activities @ Lorinna
Community Hall

Proudly sponsored by:

5th

11.00am – 
2.30pm: Shark 
Cage Workshop – 
bookings required
@ Kentish House

12th

11.00am – 
2.30pm: Shark 
Cage Workshop – 
bookings required
@ Kentish House

19th

No NILS 
appointments 
available at
Kentish House 
today 

If you would like
a PDF or printed
copy of this
month’s 
update, please
contact Kentish 
House.

27th

(Saturday)
11.00am – 
12.30pm: 
Mr Perfect
BBQ @
Sheffield
Health Park 
(Bossimis if
weather
bad)

Please
note:

All 
services &
programs 
are free 
unless
marked 
with an *.

No 
bookings 
required
unless
marked 
with an **.
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The Access to Health 
Services Project received 

funding from the 
Australian Government 

KENTISH HEALTH SERVICES & PROGRAMS CALENDAR – SEPTEMBER 2025 
Every Monday Every Tuesday Every Wednesday Every Thursday Every Friday Every Weekend 

10.00am – 3.30pm: 
CHSP @ KAAC * 
6.30pm – 9.45pm: 
Navigating 
Relationships Peer 
Group Chat (12-25’s) 
@ Headspace online 

9.00am – 11.00am: Playgroup (0-
5’s) @ Kentish House 
10.00am: Mountain Learners 
Homeschool Meet @ Kings Park 
10.00am – 3.00pm: CHSP @ 
KAAC * 
11.00am: Fitness Class @ LBCH 
*/** 
6.30pm – 9.45pm: Qheadspace 
Peer Group Chat (LGBTIQA+ & 
allies, 12-25’s) @ Headspace 
online 

9.30am – 11.00am: Food pick 
up for Kentish residents @ KH 
10.15am: Ladies Social 
Badminton @ LBCH * 
6.30pm – 9.45pm: General 
Coping Peer Group Chat (12-
25’s) @ Headspace online 
6.30pm – 9.45pm: Adults 
Supporting Young People (for 
family & other adults) @ 
Headspace – text-based group 
chat 

9.00am – 1.00pm: Kentish Men’s Shed 
10.30am: Fitness Class @ LBCH */** 
3.00pm - 4.30pm: Green Room (Youth 
11-17’s) @ Sheffield Youth Centre  
4.00pm – 6.00pm: The Quiet Corner @ 
Kentish House 
6.30pm – 9.45pm: Yarnspace Peer Group 
Chat (A&TSI 12-25’s) @ Headspace 
online 
6.30pm – 9.45pm: Work & Study Peer 
Group Chat (12-25’s) @ Headspace 
online 

9.00am – 11.00am: Social Craft 
Group @ Kentish House 
10.00am – 11.00am: Cuppa & 
Kids (Railton Parents Group) @ 
Limestone Bakery Cafe 
2.00pm – 3.00pm: The Chatty 
Cafe @ Turnbull’s Pharmacy 
2.30pm: Mountain Learners 
Homeschool Meet @ Kings Park 
5.30pm – 7.30pm: Munting 
Taekwondo @ Sheffield School 
Gym * 

Saturday 
8.50am: Railton Park Run @ 
Sykes Sanctuary, Kimberley Rd 
9.00am – 12.00pm: Kentish 
Men’s Shed  
12.30pm: Social Bowls @ 
Sheffield Bowls Club * 
 
Sunday 
10.00am: Social Pickleball @ 
Railton Rec & Comm. Centre * 

Specific Mondays Specific Tuesdays Specific Wednesdays Specific Thursdays Specific Fridays Specific 
Weekends 

1st  
9:00am – 12:00pm: North West Community Legal 
Centre @ Kentish House** 
9:30am – 11:00am: Justice of the Peace @ Kentish 
House 
 
8th  
3.00pm – 4.30pm: Social Hub (for neurodiverse 
young people, 12-18’s) @ Kentish House 
 
15h    
9:00am – 12:00pm: North West Community Legal 
Centre @ Kentish House** 
9:30am – 11:00am: Justice of the Peace @ Kentish 
House 
10.30am – 2.30pm: Healthy Outing to The Hive, 
Ulverstone @ Kentish House ** 
4.30pm – 6.00pm: Culturally & Linguistically Diverse 
Social Group @ Kentish House 
 

22nd  
No NILS appointments available at Kentish House 
today  
3.00pm – 4.30pm: Social Hub (for neurodiverse 
young people, 12-18’s) @ Kentish House 
 
29th  
9:00am – 12:00pm: North West Community Legal 
Centre @ Kentish House** 
9:30am – 11:00am: Justice of the Peace @ Kentish 
House 

2nd   
9.00am – 11.00am: 
Anglicare KIDS 
Parenting Support 
(Playgroup) @ 
Kentish House 
 
16th   
9.00am – 11.00am: 
Mission Early 
Childhood Care 
Coordinator 
(Playgroup) @ KH 
 
23rd  
9.00am – 11.00am: 
KIDS Parenting 
Support 
(Playgroup) @ 
Kentish House 
12.00pm – 
1.30pm: Birth 
Trauma Peer Group 
@ Online, Zoom **  

3rd  
12.00pm – 1.30pm: Australian Red Cross Recovery 
Basics Webinar Series (The Impacts of Disasters on 
Communities & Individuals) @ Zoom ** 
 
10th  
10.00am – 12.00pm: NDIS Mission Australia @ KH 
2:00pm – 3.00pm: Kentish Carers Support Group @ 
Rural Health feat. NWCLC 
5.00pm – 6.00pm: Digital Health Literacy Support 
Hour @ KH 
 
17th  
9.30am – 11.00am: Services Australia @ Kentish H. 
12.00pm – 12.30pm: Services Australia @ Kings Hall, 
Railton 
5.00pm – 6.00pm: Digital Health Literacy Support 
Hour @ KH 
 
24th  
9.30am – 11.00am: Rural Health @ Kentish House 
12.00 – 1.30pm: Red Cross Recovery Basics: 
Supporting the Supporters @ Online, Zoom ** 
5.00pm – 6.00pm: Digital Health Literacy Support 
Hour @ KH 

 
For more information please contact: 
 
Kentish House: 6491 2322 
Cassandra: 0447 325 343 
Ruby: 0497 780 216 

4th  
3.30pm – 5.00pm: Textiles Crafting 
Group @ Sheffield Library 
 
11th  
Dementia Australia will be @ 
Kentish House today ** 
10:00am – 11.30am: Parents & 
Children’s Activities @ Lorinna 
Community Hall 
 
Proudly sponsored by: 
 

5th  
11.00am – 
2.30pm: Shark 
Cage Workshop – 
bookings required 
@ Kentish House 
 
12th  
11.00am – 
2.30pm: Shark 
Cage Workshop – 
bookings required 
@ Kentish House 
 
19th   
No NILS 
appointments 
available at 
Kentish House 
today  
 

 
 
If you would like 
a PDF or printed 
copy of this 
month’s 
update, please 
contact Kentish 
House. 

 27th 
(Saturday) 
11.00am – 
12.30pm: 
Mr Perfect 
BBQ @ 
Sheffield 
Health Park 
(Bossimis if 
weather 
bad)  

 
Please 
note: 
 
All 
services & 
programs 
are free 
unless 
marked 
with an *. 
 
No 
bookings 
required 
unless 
marked 
with an **. 
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Social Hub
A Safe Space for Neurodiverse young people

Ages 12 18

Every Second Monday 3  4.30 P.M
(starting 5th of May 2025)

Parent/Guardian must attend with young person
For more information contact Cassandra.

044 732 5343

Kentishhouse@glenhaven.org.au

GAMES

SENSORY ACTIVITIES

SENSORY ACTIVITIES

CRAFT OPTIONS

Kentish House invites the community to a Mental Health Week 
event on Thursday, October 9, funded by the A2HS Kentish 
Regional Project, Kentish House, Mental Health Council of 
Tasmania and the Australian Government.
This year’s theme, “Appreciate the Little Things… in Kentish”, 
is all about celebrating the small joys and unique beauty of our 
local community. 
Whether it’s a quiet moment in nature, a friendly wave from a 
neighbour, the feeling you get from seeing the Aurora, or the 
charm of our local streets and landscapes, this event is a chance 
to reflect on what makes Kentish special to you.
Get Creative – Community Art Display
In the lead-up to the event, we’re inviting all community 
members to create a piece of artwork that explores what you 
appreciate about Kentish. There are no limits to your creativity! 
You might:
• Draw or paint a favourite scene
• Sculpt or carve something meaningful
• Knit, crochet, or embroider a memory
• Take a photo that captures a special moment
• Scrapbook your story
• Arrange flowers that remind you of home
All submitted artworks will be displayed at Kentish House 
during the event. There will be prizes, catering, and a 
welcoming atmosphere to celebrate Mental Health Week.
More details will be shared closer to October, so keep an 
eye on The Kentish Voice and the Kentish House Facebook 
page: https://www.facebook.com/kentishhouse.

Appreciate the little things
Healthy 
Habits with
Jon Delaine
Care Coordinator
Rural Health Tasmania

Dementia Action Week 
September 15-21
We all forget things from 
time to time, or take a wrong 
turn when navigating a trip 
into town, and sometimes we 
feel moody without any real 
trigger… but have you ever 

felt that these things are becoming more common, or have 
witnessed them in a family member or friend?
Dementia describes a collection of symptoms caused by 
disorders affecting the brain.
Dementia is not a normal part of getting older, and it isn’t one 
specific disease. Instead, it’s a broad term that covers the effects 
on people of a number of different medical conditions.
Those conditions include Alzheimer’s disease, vascular 
dementia, the Lewy body dementias and more. The effects of 
dementia vary from person to person, but generally, dementia 
affects your mood, memory, thinking and behaviour.
Dementia can happen to anybody, but it is much more common 
after the age of 65.
Dementia doesn’t just impact the person living with the 
condition and their immediate carers; it also impacts their 
friends, family and wider social network.
People living with dementia tell us that friends and family often 
drop away, not knowing how to interact with them once they 
have a diagnosis.
This leads to social isolation and loneliness and can further 
drive stigma and discrimination. 
With more than 400,000 Australians living with dementia and 
1.7 million people involved in their care, chances are you know 
someone who is impacted by dementia.
This Dementia Action Week we challenge everyone in the 
community to reach out and reconnect to someone impacted by 
dementia because nobody can do it alone.
Together with Kentish House, Rural Health Tasmania is rolling 
out a series of community support sessions aimed at carers 
and the people who wrap around the person living with the 
condition. 
The first session will be held on Wednesday, September 10, 
from 2-3pm at the Rural Health Clinic on Henry Street, 
Sheffield. These monthly carer support sessions will cover a 
range of topics and conditions, as well as provide a supportive 
environment to share a cuppa and connect with community 
and professional supports.
Further supports are available from Rural Health Tasmania, 
Dementia Australia, Tasmanian Health Service and Dementia 
Support Australia.

Please email your news to: 
editor@thekentishvoice.com.au
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Kentish House promotes connections
Healthy Outings
From Monday, September 17, Kentish House will be running 
a Health Outings pilot program thanks to funding from the 
A2HS Project. 
Requested by community members, this pilot program will 
allow up to 10 eligible community members (must be over the 
age of 18 years) to take part in monthly bus trip outings (third 
Monday of the month) to different locations with a focus on 
improving physical, mental and emotional wellbeing, and 
encouraging social connections. 
Please contact Ruby or Cassandra at Kentish House if you 
would like to book in or have questions!
Kentish Carer Support Group
A Carer Support Group will run at Rural Health Kentish (at 
the Kentish Health Hub on Henry Street) once a month. Carers 
are invited to attend, socialise, access, services support, and 
enjoy a cuppa from 2-3pm, Wednesday, September 10. 
North West Community Legal Centre will be in attendance.
Mental Health Week 2025
With Mental Health Week approaching in October, Kentish 
House and A2HS will once again host the Kentish Mental 
Health Week Community Art Exhibition. 
Community members are invited to create a piece of artwork 
in any medium that we will exhibit at Kentish House on 
Thursday, October 9, from noon-6pm. There will be crafts 
available to do at the event, snacks, and good company!
Paws & Grub
Kentish House & RAW will be cooking up some grub and a 

cuppa for farmers and their four-legged friends. Come by, access 
services, enjoy a bite, have a chat and take home a goodie bag 
for your canine companion
•	 Claude Road Hall: 11am-noon, Tuesday, November 25
•	 Lower Barrington Hall: 9.30-10.30am, Thursday, 

November 27
•	 Railton Skate Park: 12.30-1.30pm. Thursday, February 19
Railton Young Parents Group – Cuppa & Kids
From Friday, September 5, the A2HS Project will be funding a 
weekly social support group for Railton parents. We will have 
different service organisations attending to provide support and 
information most weeks. 
So if you’re a young parent, or you have a young child, come 
along to the Limestone Café Bakery between 10-11am on 
Fridays. Children are welcome!
SiSU Mini Health Machine
For the next 12 months, the SiSU Mini Health Machine will 
be available at Turnbull’s Pharmacy for community members to 
drop in to check basic health stats. 
The SiSU is designed to allow anyone over 18 years of age to 
take their own measurements and track their blood pressure, 
heart rate, height, weight, body mass index while following on-
screen prompts. The information collected is sent to your e-mail 
address or SiSU phone/tablet app, which you can then choose 
to share with your community nurse, GP or specialist.
SiSU Challenge: The first 100 people to use the SiSU once a 
fortnight for 3 consecutive months (that’s 6 visits!) will get a 
$10 voucher to one of our local cafes. Proof can be shown via 
emails or the SiSU app to Ruby at Kentish House.

Tasmazia recruits 
entry marshalls

Welcoming guests to Tasmazia’s Fun Day on Saturday, 
November 15, will be two of Africa’s most celebrated wildlife 
icons: a tiger and a giraffe. The recent additions to the quirky 
Village of Lower Crackpot will add to the celebrations of four 
decades of Mazes & Murals in Kentish. 
Everyone is invited to come and share in the festivities, which 
will include live music, children’s games, face painting, an art 
exhibition, BBQ, and more. It’s a day to remember the journey, 
celebrate the success, and look ahead to the future.



Page 24 The Kentish Voice - September 2025

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Dear Editor,
Re: Police eject resident from council meeting [Kentish Voice 
August 2025 p17]
I attended that Council meeting in July as a ratepayer. I 
was there when the four police arrived and was party to the 
exchanges between police and the ‘banned person’. That 
person left voluntarily, after unsuccessful attempts to establish 
the validity of the ‘order’ that was being enforced by police. 
Without leaving voluntarily, the only alternative would have 
been arrest for trespass. I was not aware of any behaviour from 
the public gallery that contravened the ‘Responsibilities and 
Expected Behaviours’ section of Council’s Public Participation 
and Question Time – Council Meetings policy.
Behind this police intervention are letters that were sent from 
the General Manager [GM] to at least two ratepayers providing 
‘formal notice’ not to attend any council meetings or council 
offices for a period of 12 months from June 17, 2025.  
Stated in the letters, they are alleged to have exhibited: 
“aggressive, intimidatory, or violent behaviour towards 
councillors and staff, similarly for abusive, humiliating and 
bullying behaviour.” Further  “acting to reduce this risk, I 
[GM] have decided to limit the nature and scope of your 
engagement with Council in accordance with Council’s 
Dealing with Difficult Customer Behaviour Policy, namely 
considering where greater access may encourage or allow rude 
and abusive behaviour”. 
The letter states that their behaviour: ‘highlights a risk that 
you may be disruptive to Council’s scheduled meetings and or 
otherwise continue to be rude and disrespectful to Councillors 
and staff”.
There are smatterings of the Tom Cruise movie Minority 
Report in the sense that guilt and restricted access are based on 
a prediction of future behaviour. I find this scary, because an 
outside party, in this case the GM, an unelected official, can 
unilaterally decide that I am persona-non-grata, bring mayor 
and councillors with him, and my fate is sealed!  
Were the issues being raised questioning an official narrative 
and therefore a source of irritation to Council? 

How do you deal with people when they publically question 
the official narrative? The usual thought-stopping ‘conspiracy 
theorist’ put-down isn’t enough.  They have to be intimidated 
into silence.
What was the dastardly behaviour by these individuals that 
warranted this outcome?
The Mayor says “We understand the passion behind the issues 
[but] when they fall outside Council’s jurisdiction our role is to 
advocate responsibly.”
How does the ‘punishment’ inflicted on these individuals by 
the GM demonstrate responsible advocacy? 
Jim Crowley, Sunnyside

Dear Editor, 
You think it won’t happen to you… I was scammed last week.
A text arrived on my mobile from “Liz, daughter”.  Her mobile 
had dropped in the sink and she needed to replace it. The 
number was different because she had put an old sim in her 
phone. She was going online to buy a new phone. Long story 
short: my credit card was used to buy her a phone and several 
tech pieces she needed for work. 
She asked me to photograph bank receipts and text them to her 
so she could pay me back the next day. I was lucky because I 
also sent receipts to her email and she rang to query what was 
going on. Immediately it was phone calls to my bank’s fraud 
division who froze all my accounts. Next was the police fraud 
line and making reports to several different scam agencies. 
While I was on the phone to my bank, the texts continued. One 
of them asked “What are you having for dinner mum?”  
But it wasn’t over yet. Next day more texts arrived. I had the 
scam active, so drove to my local Telstra branch and said I 
had contact with the scammers right now. They couldn’t do 
anything about it. I went to my bank who confirmed all my 
accounts were frozen indefinitely and told me to block the 
number.  I did. An hour later an almost identical number rang.  
I blocked that too. The bank’s fraud division had told me that 
while the scammers were online texting me they also attempted 
to make three or four withdrawals.
This was the beginning of three days following up on reports 
and visiting my bank. Three days of anger and feeling stupid.  
Not to mention the sick feeling in my stomach that this is part 
of our world now.
Many people reading this may think it looked like an obvious 
scam from the beginning. Looking back there were moments 
that didn’t feel quite right. But it was successful partly because 
people my age were generally brought up to believe in the 
good in people, and to help others.  You did not view your 
community with distrust.  We are learning the hard way that 
AI and technology are double edged swords. My ‘scammer’ 
is probably some computer-generated program sending out 
200,000 messages simultaneously, and part of a global entity.  
That is why I am sharing this story, to raise the awareness.   
Analyse. Block. Report.
Look up the ScamWatch website to see what the latest scams 
are, and how much they cost Australians each year. In the last 
five years, Australians paid $2.03 billion to scammers.  
My anger has passed because I won’t waste energy on some 
anonymous entity. If I have raised any awareness about scams 
then some good will have come from my experience.  Stay alert!
Name withheld
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As the days lengthen in 
September, we start to hear 
the sound of lawn mowers, 

the vegetable garden bursts into life, and weeds appear as if by 
magic. Spring is always busy for those involved with plants.
And so it is with Mount Roland Land Care (MRLC).  
September is a great time for planting native seedlings around 
Kentish, and MRLC is continuing its ‘Thousands of trees’ 
program, with public tree planting days at Stoodley, Johnstone 
Street, Sheffield on the Dodder Rivulet, and at Claude Road.   
These are public events, open to all – you’re welcome to 
attend.   A MRLC tree planting usually happens from 10am 
on a Saturday morning, and attracts 25-35 people, with around 
200 plants in the ground, guarded and watered before lunch.  
(Lunch is provided by the landowner at noon as a thank you to 
the volunteers.)  
People are usually surprised – even a bit amazed – to see how 
quickly it all happens! It’s very rewarding and there’s a job for 
everyone – no matter what your physical age or condition. 
Whether you are a seasoned tree planter or a complete novice, 
you are welcome to join.  Pre-registration is essential to help 
with organising and catering.  
But it’s not only planting trees that keeps MRLC busy in spring 
time. It’s a very busy time for weeding, too.  
For 15 years now, MRLC members have been actively 
controlling weeds that are invading, or threatening to invade 
Mount Roland Regional Reserve.  
Back in the times before native vegetation was cleared to make 
way for farming and other uses, there was little or no need 
to protect Mount Roland from weed invasion. But since the 
adjoining land has been cleared, new plants are growing on all 
boundaries of the Reserve. 
Some of these can aggressively invade the bushlands and, if 
left unchecked, will certainly do so.  Gone are the days when 
bushland can look after itself. Now bushland requires active 
management to prevent it being overrun by weeds.  
Around Mount Roland, the most invasive weeds at present 
are foxgloves, Montpellier broom, Spanish Heath, thistles and 
Burgan (Kunzea ericoides), amongst others.  
The seeds of these environmental weeds can be carried into 
the Reserved area by wind, water, birds, animals, humans, or 
vehicles. Particularly after soil disturbance inside the Reserve 
(think windstorms/floods/fires), the seeds gain the space to 
establish, grow and set seed.  If not quickly controlled, they can 
be very difficult to eradicate.
Mount Roland Land Care is always on the lookout for the new 
and emerging weed threats. Each year we seek to identify the 
highest priority weeds – those that pose the greatest threat to 
Mount Roland – and do what we can to reduce the threat level. 
Sometimes removal of a single plant can prevent untold future 
work. Other times, the damage has already been done, and 
work is required for years if the problem is to be overcome.
Of course, as a purely volunteer group, MRLC has very limited 
resources.  Funding to support this type of work is occasionally 
available, but usually it’s very hard to come by. 
So we need to be strategic, aiming to achieve as much as 
possible, as efficiently as we can.  
MRLC has a series of public weeding bees each year, usually 
held on or near the Reserve borders where we tackle the highest 

priority jobs. These events are open to the public so, if you’re 
looking for a way to make a meaningful contribution to the 
care of our local environment, this may be something to 
consider. Most work requires hand pulling of seedlings.
Full details are available on the group’s website at: https://
www.mountrolandlandcare.org.au/news-aug-2025 Details of 
upcoming tree planting days and weeding bees are also posted 
on the group’s Facebook page – search for Mount Roland 
Land Care. Or you can contact us by email at seretary@
mountrolandlandcare.org.au   
We’ve held two weeding bees in August, with another three 
or four planned for October and November. If you happen to 
be aware of a weed problem, either inside or within striking 
distance of Mount Roland Reserve, then we’d love to hear from 
you. Yes, we have limited resources, but we’ll do what we can to 
protect the Mountain we all love.

Push & pull - the ins & outs of landcare

Volunteers weed montpellier broom at Claude Road.
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Know where to find life-saving defibs
Thanks to the Government’s Community AED Program, 
Kentish House is proud to announce the installation of a 
publicly accessible Automated External Defibrillator (AED), 
now mounted under cover at the front of the building. 
This vital piece of emergency equipment is available 24/7, 
offering potentially life-saving support in the event of sudden 
cardiac arrest. 
What is an AED?
An AED is a portable device designed to treat people 
experiencing sudden cardiac arrest — a condition where the 
heart unexpectedly stops beating. The AED analyses the 
heart’s rhythm and, if necessary, delivers an electric shock 
(defibrillation) to help the heart re-establish an effective 
rhythm.
How does it work?
AEDs are designed to be simple and intuitive.
You do not need medical training to use an AED.
Turn on the device and just follow the prompts.
When should it be used?
An AED should be used when someone:
• Collapses suddenly and is unresponsive
• Is not breathing or is breathing abnormally
• Has no detectable pulse
Always call 000 immediately before using the AED.
Accessibility note:
The AED at Kentish House is mounted approximately 1.5 
metres from ground level, which may limit accessibility for 
some individuals. If you are unable to reach it, seek assistance 

from others nearby or call emergency services for help. An 
alarm will go off when opening the box; please notify Kentish 
House staff to turn off: 6491 2322 or 0447 325 343.
List of AEDs in Kentish:

Lower Barrington Community Hall 

1027 Sheffield Road, Lower Barrington
Boral, Nook Quarry

Nook Road / Gravel Pit Road, Nook
Shed opposite House

703 West Nook Road, Nook
Kentish Council Chambers

69 High Street, Sheffield
Sheffield Hotel

Main Street, Sheffield
Sheffield Post Office

58 Main Street, Sheffield
Sheffield Bowls Club

77 Main Street, Sheffield
Kentish House

16-18 Station Street, Sheffield
Railton Neighbourhood Centre

8 Foster Street, Railton
Cement Australia

101 Cement Works Road, Railton
Wilmot Memorial Hall

53 Main Street, Wilmot
Lake Barrington International Rowing Centre, 

The Reecionans Centre

520 Staverton Road, Promised Land
Cradle Mountain Wilderness Village

3816 Cradle Mountain Road, Cradle Mountain
Peppers Cradle Mountain Lodge

4038 Cradle Mountain Road, Cradle Mountain

 BAHÁ’I FAITH 

 “O ye beloved of the Lord! In this sacred 
Dispensation, conflict and contention are in no 
wise permitted. Every aggressor deprives 
himself of God’s grace.”  - Baha’i Writings 

www.bahai.org 0448976442 
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Market Moves
with Corinne Nicholson
Principal
Roberts Nicholson
48 Main St Sheffield

Spring arrives in Kentish with a quiet promise of new 
beginnings, longer days, and fresh energy. It’s a season full of 
momentum, when new chapters feel ready to begin.
Last week, I received a call from a lovely family in Railton. 
They weren’t quite sure if they were ready to sell yet, just 
curious about the value of their home. 
When I arrived, their garden was already coming back to life. 
Wisteria was starting to bud, and a bowl of lemons sat on the 
garden table like sunshine in a dish. 
We chatted outside in the garden they love, sharing a cuppa and 
a quiet conversation about what might come next. Sometimes 
these moments aren’t about selling right away - they’re about 
planting the seed. And I always say:  September is a beautiful 
time to prepare for what’s next.
Seller tip: Spring gardens and sunlight boost buyer emotion. 
Open blinds and tidy your entrance.
Buyer tip: Organise finance now, good homes go quickly in 
Spring.
Property of the Month: 130 Main Street, Sheffield. 
Set on 6 acres, this 
lifestyle property 
features five bedrooms, 
two bathrooms and 
a 10x9m undercover 
entertaining area. 
Some double glazing 
adds comfort, while 
established gardens, 
a dam, and paddocks 
complete the picture. 
With sweeping Mount Roland views and a short walk to town, 
this is Sheffield living at its best.
From listing to sold, I have you covered. View my current 
listings at www.rrenicholson.au

Kaliba along with its business partners offers a broad range of 
specialist advice and support to its 700-plus members.
KALIBA business support partners are professional consultants 
who will work on any area of business, including:
•	 Starting up and growing a business
•	 Social media, online marketing, and Web profile
•	 Digital capability including protecting business from cyber-

attack 
•	 Risks facing businesses and how to resolve them
•	 Developing business plans, marketing plans, strategic 

plans, and succession plans
•	 Employment and management skills, finding and retaining 

employees 
•	 Regulations and compliance, including workplace health 

and safety
•	 Lobbying on key issues affecting local businesses
•	 Other business advice to help local businesses grow
For more information about our Partnership Program, visit our 
website: https://www.kaliba.org.au/partners

Kaliba offers free 
business support

A new pilot program 
is launching 
in Kentish to 
support local 
carers, following 
community feedback 
requesting a space 
for connection, 
information, and 
access to services. 

The Kentish Carers Support Group is a collaboration between 
the Kentish Access 2 Health Services Project, Kentish House, 
and Rural Health Kentish, and will run monthly in Sheffield.
The group will meet on the second Wednesday of each month, 
from 2-3pm at Rural Health Kentish, located at the Kentish 
Health Hub on Henry Street. 
It offers carers a chance to socialise, receive support, and 
connect with services that can assist them in their caring roles.
The first session will feature the North West Community Legal 
Centre, with a free lawyer available to answer questions and 
explain the importance of Power of Attorney and Enduring 
Guardian appointments - key tools that help carers support 
those they care for.
Upcoming sessions will include presentations and support from:
•	 NDIS Mission Australia
•	 Dementia Australia
•	 MyAgedCare
•	 Services Australia
•	 Carer’s Gateway
All carers in the Kentish area are warmly invited to attend. 
Whether you’re caring for a loved one or supporting someone in 
the community, this group is here to help.

Carers need care
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TRADES AND SERVICES

 

PADDYWORKS 
Excavation and Earthmoving

20 tonne excavator - 7.5 tonne excavator 
 with 5 buckets, auger and rock breaker 

2.5 tonne excavator - 10 yard tipper 

Tim Padman 0439369455 / 64911181
 

Businesses that Advertise 
Get Business! 

Phone Lesley Begg 
on 0429 451 107

KNIGHT EARTHMOVING TAS
BOBCAT, EXCAVATOR & TRUCK HIRE

3½ Tonne Excavator with rubber tracks 
and 300 or 450 diameter augers.

“Family owned business servicing the Kentish area for  
over 30 years, experience that will assure a job well done.”
Specialising in driveway preparations, slab preparations 
and footings, drains and all other earthmoving needs.

Call MATTHEW now on 0418 320 593 or A/H 6491 2308

LAWN & GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

SLASHING / WEED CONTROL 
RUBBISH REMOVAL & MORE 
FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 

13 26 13 
www.viphomeservices.com.au 

 

GTM
CARPENTRY 

● Pergolas
● Decks
● Bathroom Reno’s
● General Carpentry

Local to Sheffield,
30yrs experience.

Call Glenn on 
0403 360 584

LIONS NEED YOUR 
OLD GLASSES & 
HEARING AIDS 

They can be left at 
Turnbull’s Pharmacy, 

Sheffield Medical Centre, 
and the Post Office Railton 
or call Lion Robin Bricknell  
for pickup on 0439 315 793  
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SKB PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
ABN 41 815 77 834 

Kentish Local    30 yrs Experience 

• General Maintenance
• Handy Man Jobs
• Fully Mobile
• Pressure Washing

• Rubbish Removal
• Weeding
• Gardening
• Mowing/Whipper Snipper

Phone:  0447 802 850 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Need a Painter? 
Call now for an obligation free quote 

Qualified Local Tradesman 
Servicing Sheffield and Surrounds  

46 Years Experience 
No Job too big or too small 

 
 

TRADES AND SERVICES
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36 Main St, Sheffield 

Phone: 6491 1556

(Call only, no text, after-hours fees apply) 

Monday—Friday 8:30am - 5:00pm 
Saturday 9:00am - 12:00pm 

24 Hour Emergencies 0499 744 533 

Sheffield Vet Clinic 

ABN: 35 601 663 441
C/L 1386226

2 Douglas Street / PO Box 105E, East Devonport TAS 7310
Phone: 03 6427 8781 • Fax: 03 6427 8771 • Mobile: 0418 140 104

Email: admin@briggsplumbing.net.au
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OOPEPENN 77  DAYDAYSS A  A WWEEKEEK 

Bar & Bottle Shop Open from 10am-10pm, later on weekends 
“On Tap” Beers: Hard Rated - St George 3.5 - Ginger Beer - Boags Draught - 

Guinness - Carlton Dry - Great Northern 

All enquiries ph. 6491 1130–Sheffield Hotel, 38 Main Street

ROLAND VIEW BISTRO

Open 
7 Days a Week 
All day Meals 
from 11.30am

 Take Away 
available 

"Sheffield Hotel Tasmania"

Every Sunday

Happy hour from 
3pm-6pm Happy 
hour from 
3pm-6pm 
Happy hour 
from 
3pm-6pm 
Happy hour 
from 
3pm-6pm 
Happy hour 
from 
3pm-6pm 
Happy hour 
from 
3pm-6pm 
Happy hour 
from 
3pm-6pm 
Happy hour 
from 
3pm-6pm 
Happy hour 
from 
3pm-6pm 
Happy hour 
from 
3pm-6pm 
Happy hour 
from 
3pm-6pm 
Happy hour 
from 
3pm-6pm 
Happy hour 
from 
3pm-6pm 
Happy hour 
from 
3pm-6pm 
Happy hour 
from 
3pm-6pm 
Happy hour 
from 
3pm-6pm 
Happy hour 
from 
3pm-6pm 
Happy hour 
from 
3pm-6pm 
Happy hour 
from 
3pm-6pm 
Happy hour 
from 
3pm-6pm 
Happy hour 
from 
3pm-6pm 
Happy hour 
from 
3pm-6pm 
Happy hour 
from 
3pm-6pm
Drawn at 6pm 
Drawn at 6pm 
Drawn at 6pm 
Drawn at 6pm 
Drawn at 6m 
Drawn at 6pm 
Drawn at 6pm 
Drawn at 6pm 
Drawn at 6pm 
Drawn at 6pm 
Drawn at 6pm 
Drawn at 6pm

Happy Hour from 3 - 6pm
Drawn at 6pm

Potato mop-top virus has been found in crops on Tasmania’s 
north-west, sparking the launch of an incident response team.
The virus, which has never been detected in Australia before, 
distorts and rots the skin and flesh of potatoes.
The Tasmanian Government is taking action, in partnership 
with Biosecurity Tasmania, with tracing work underway and 
control measures in place. 
There are no food safety or human health risks associated with 
the virus, and all potatoes remain safe to consume.
However, the virus can significantly affect yield, meaning 
it could potentially have large impacts on growers and the 
agricultural industry.
Biosecurity Tasmania’s chief plant protection officer Susanna 
Driessen said the virus was “previously exotic to Australia” and 
this was the first detection in the country.
She said a farmer in north-west Tasmania came forward with a 
potato they were concerned about earlier this year, which was 
diagnosed with mop-top virus on July 18.
The disease was subsequently found across multiple potato 
varieties on that farmer’s site, but it has not been detected in 
any further locations.
“What we are doing at the moment is … working with the 
grower to understand where material might have moved and 
also how material came onto the property,” Dr Driessen said.

Risk mitigation measures have been put in place to attempt 
to contain the disease on the affected farm, but no wider 
restrictions have been placed on the industry.
Dr Driessen stressed the virus was a “plant pest” and that there 
are no risks to human health.
TasFarmers chief executive Nathan Calman said the detection 
was “very concerning” and called for a “swift and strong 
response plan”.
“It probably represents a significant failure in our biosecurity 
protocols,” Mr Calman said.
“We need to contain the outbreak to the single farm it has been 
detected on.”
He said tracing would be “absolutely vital” to ensuring the virus 
had not spread further down the supply chain.
Tasmania’s Minister for Primary Industries, Gavin Pearce 
— who is a potato farmer on the north-west coast — said an 
incident management team had been created.
Mr Pearce said Tasmania was known as the “potato capital” of 
Australia and he intended to “keep it that way”.
Biosecurity Tasmania has asked farmers to be alert for unusual 
signs of disease in potato plants and stock, and report any 
potential diseases to the agency. 
Reports can be made to Biosecurity Tasmania, or the Exotic 
Plant Pest Hotline at 1800 084 881.

Be vigilant for signs of potato virus
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Clergyman charged over death of ex-Kentish school teacher By Alan F Dyer

Intense interest swept the Kentish district in 1928 when the 
sad news broke that a young, well-known ex-Kentish school 
teacher had died suddenly in Omeo, Victoria. It occurred on 
3 Jan 1928, just three weeks short of her 22nd birthday and 
two weeks short of her baby daughter’s 1st birthday. Two days 
earlier, the young mother and her infant had returned to Omeo 
from a protracted visit to her parents in Railton, where she had 
tried to regain her health. But what caused every newspaper in 
the nation to publish this distressing event was the sensational 
announcement, a couple of weeks later, that her young 
clergyman husband had been charged with her murder. This is 
how the shock story unfolded.
Ethel Constance White was born 23 Jan 1906, the second 
daughter of Albert & Annie White of Railton. From an early age, 
Ethel was reciting, singing and playing the piano and winning 
prizes. Like her devout parents, Ethel became a dedicated 
worker at the Railton Methodist church. At 15, she became a 
pupil-teacher at Railton, then at 16 she began teaching at the 
small school at Lower Beulah. The following year, in Jan 1923, 
Miss Ethel White (17) was sent to take charge of the Lower 
Wilmot school to relieve Miss Weeding for six months while she 
spent half a year at the teachers’ college in Hobart.
Two months later, in April 1923, a young trainee Methodist 
minister, Ronald Griggs (23), arrived at Wilmot on a 12-month 
assignment as a home missionary working out of the Wilmot 
Methodist church. Born in 1900, Ronald Griggs was the eldest 
of five children belonging to a committed Wesleyan family in 
Southern Tasmania. 
Towards the end of WWI, when Ronald turned 18, he joined 
the AIF and was sent to France. It was in France that he had a 
deep religious experience beginning with a rebuke from a street 
girl in a wine shop. Later that evening, he knelt before a wayside 
cross and offered his life to God as a preacher. Upon returning 
to Australia, he began studying for the Methodist ministry at 
Queen College in North Melbourne. In April 1923, he was sent 
to the rural district of Wilmot for one year’s training as a ‘home 
missioner’. Both Ronald Griggs and Ethel White boarded at 
Brooklyn House, run by Mrs Harriet Ambrose, whose sons 
established Ambrose’s clothing stores along the coast.
Courtship and Engagement 
When they first met, Ronald Griggs was 23 and Ethel White 
was 17. Ronald regularly preached and took charge of social 
events. Ethel played the organ and sang, sometimes with 
Harriet Ambrose’s daughter Etta. On Empire Day, celebrations 
were held at the Lower Wilmot school. Ethel assembled her 
schoolchildren in front of the flagpole, welcomed all parents 
and visitors, then invited the new home-missioner, Ronald 
Briggs, to speak. This was followed by games and sports. 
The young couple were soon attracted to each other, but only 
four months later, in July 1923, Miss Weeding returned from 
her training in Hobart, and Ethel White was transferred back 
to the Beulah school, where that December she sang a solo at 
the Beulah Methodist SS anniversary. That summer (1923/24), 
Ethel and Ronald became engaged. Ethel’s friends agreed 
Griggs was fortunate to have gained her as his life partner.
After completing his year at Wilmot, Griggs returned to 
Queen’s College, Melbourne, in March 1924 for his final 
two years of study to become a Methodist minister. He was a 
clever student, topping the class in Greek and gaining some 
scholarships. In April 1924, Ethel was transferred back to 

Wilmot School for the next 20 months till Dec 1925. So for 
Griggs’s winter vacation in 1925, he returned to Wilmot and 
stayed again with Ethel at Brooklyn House. But during these 
two years of study (1924–1926), Griggs only saw Ethel during 
three vacations. Ethel was a bright, retiring girl – her pleasant 
manner gaining her hosts of friends. Wilmot parents recall 
the kindness and tact she displayed as a schoolteacher and her 
willingness to assist with any charitable function. 
Marriage and Move to Omeo
Their marriage was planned to take place at the completion of 
Griggs’s studies. In March 1926, Griggs received his Licentiate 
of Theology and was appointed minister of the Methodist 
church at Omeo, a town of 2000, 250 miles NE of Melbourne. 
On 7 April 1926, Rev Ronald Griggs (26) married Ethel White 
(20) in the Railton Methodist church. Following their wedding
luncheon with 30 relatives and friends, the newlyweds left by
the evening train for Devonport amid showers of confetti. Next
day, they embarked on the SS Oonah for Melbourne enroute to
Omeo, Victoria.

‘Go home with the one you have.’

First year at Omeo – 1926
Ronald & Ethel rode the 250 miles from Melbourne to Omeo 
on Ronald’s motorcycle and sidecar and settled into the six-
room parsonage next door to the weatherboard Methodist 
church. Ethel became pregnant immediately for, just nine 
months later, in January 1927, she gave birth to their only child. 
At first, they did a lot of visiting in his motorcycle and sidecar 
and soon became friendly with two church elders. One was 
wealthy sheep grazier John Condon, who had three young-adult 
daughters, and the other, farmer Henry Harmen. The Griggs 
frequently stayed overnight at both these homesteads, where 
they were given free run of their properties. Griggs began to 
regularly use Condon’s workshop to do maintenance work on 
his motorcycle.
But soon, Ethel became unwell. Marrying a Melbourne 
graduate she hardly knew, her immediate pregnancy, losing 
all her friends and moving interstate to take on the role of a 
minister’s wife were all a bit much. She lost her cheerfulness, 
becoming moody and depressed. She stopped travelling in 
Ronald’s sidecar, leaving him to do the visiting alone. 
About six weeks before the baby was due, Ethel invited John 
Condon’s feisty second daughter, Lottie (20), to come and stay 
at the parsonage for a week. One day, Ethel came indoors to 
find Lottie lying on the couch with her husband stroking her 
hair. She strongly objected to this. It was the first time she 
suspected something could be amiss with her marriage. Then 
it dawned on her how many times her husband had visited the 
Condons’ homestead without her and stayed overnight. 
Shortly after this, Ethel was shopping in Mitchell’s store when 
her husband with Lottie in the sidecar pulled up outside. Griggs 
offered to take his heavily pregnant wife home in his sidecar. 
She refused, saying, ‘Go home with the one you already have 
in the sidecar.’ Half an hour later, Ethel arrived home, walked 
into the house without saying a word and shortly afterwards 
disappeared out the back door. Later, after searching the church 
and the neighbour’s house, Ethel was found down back by a 
creek, threatening suicide. 
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Clergyman charged over death of ex-Kentish school teacher By Alan F Dyer

Birth of their Baby and Ethel’s death
The baby was born mid-January, 1927, and Ethel’s mother came 
over from Railton for the birth. Interestingly, at the same time 
Lottie Condon left Omeo for a two-month holiday in Wagga, 
NSW. On one occasion, Griggs rode the 400-mile journey up 
to see her. After six months, when Ethel’s mother was due to 
return to Tasmania, Griggs persuaded Ethel, with her baby, 
to go with her for an extended visit to get well. So on 16 July, 
1927, Ethel, her mother and baby left Omeo and returned to 
Railton, where she stayed until Christmas. Ethel wrote every 
day to Ronald, who, after six months, sent her a fare to return. 
Two days after Christmas Day 1927, Ethel and the baby left on 
the boat for Melbourne, stayed one night at the Victoria Coffee 
Palace, then made an early start on the long and tiring coach 
journey back to Omeo.
Ethel and the baby reached the parsonage at 9pm on Saturday, 
Dec 31, 1927. Ronald was not in but arrived shortly afterwards, 
kissing his wife and the baby. While Ethel put the baby to bed, 
Ronald made her some cheese sandwiches and a cup of tea. She 
seemed well but exhausted from travelling. Immediately after 
drinking the tea, she took ill and began to vomit. Then Ethel 
developed stomach pains and continued vomiting all night. 
After Rev Griggs preached his Sunday sermon on New Year’s 
Day, 1927, he sent for Dr Matthews, who was relieving Omeo’s 
permanent doctor. 
On Monday, Ethel was no better, and the doctor was called 
twice – at 11am and 9pm. At his evening visit, Ethel was 
delirious, so Dr Matthews gave her something he told Griggs 
would make her sleep well until morning. But four hours 
later, at 1am on Tuesday morning, Jan 3, Ethel was dead. Dr 
Matthews came again, and from what Griggs told him about 
her history, her exhaustive return trip and the prolonged period 
of vomiting, the doctor concluded it was too much for her heart 
and signed her death certificate.
The Condon girls’ father, John Condon, still unaware that his 
daughter and Griggs were lovers, tried to comfort Griggs by 
inviting him to stay at his homestead until he recovered from 
the shock. Griggs wanted to take his wife’s burial service, but 
two fellow ministers – one Anglican & one Presbyterian – 
persuaded him to let them officiate. Griggs packed up Ethel’s 
Bible, hymnbook and other personal items and posted them 
home to his mother-in-law but gave the baby to his parents. 
This greatly upset Ethel’s mother, who had helped care for the 
infant all its life.
Two weeks after Ethel’s death, Rev Griggs and Lottie Condon 
were seen out horse-riding arm-in-arm. Rumours became rife 
that Rev Ronald Griggs had been romantically associated with 
Lottie Condon for months. Finally, the local Methodist leaders 
called him in, accused him of adultery and asked him to resign. 
Rev Griggs strongly proclaimed his innocence: ‘I swear there is 
nothing but friendship between us.’ 
While this meeting was taking place, a detective, brought 
in from Melbourne to investigate the Omeo rumours, was 
interviewing Lottie Condon at her home. When asked directly 
if she had been intimate with Griggs, she at first hesitated, and 
then, hanging her head, said ‘yes’. With surprising frankness, 
she detailed times and places, adding, ‘He promised to marry 
me when his wife left him.’ Armed with this evidence, the 
detective went straight to Griggs and caught him leaving the 
elders’ meeting. At the police station, Briggs again denied any 

impropriety with the girl, until the detective read extracts of 
Lottie’s statement and showed him her signature. Griggs was 
shattered. With trembling hands and a quavering voice, he 
confessed her report was true but denied there was any trouble 
with his wife. 
The coroner ordered Ethel’s body be exhumed, which was done 
on 26 Jan in the presence of the undertaker, the Melbourne 
detective and Dr. Mollison, who removed her heart, kidneys, 
liver and spleen, placing them in sealed glass jars for testing. 
The analysis revealed that the deceased had been poisoned 
by at least two doses of arsenic. The coroner then found that 
Mrs Ethel Griggs died of heart failure as the result of arsenic 
administered by Ronald Griggs and committed him for trial in 
Sale in March. Griggs was refused bail. 
Griggs’s Trials: 
This astounding news of a clergyman poisoning his young wife 
was quickly picked up by every newspaper in the nation and 
was sensationally reported on throughout Griggs’s two murder 
trials. Divorce was never an option, as this would have ended 
his career as a clergyman. His first trial – Crown v Ronald 
Griggs – began in Sale, Gippsland, on 17 Mar 1928. Many 
witnesses were called. Griggs admitted his intimacy with Lottie, 
including misconduct two weeks after his wife’s death. But he 
denied the charge of murdering his wife. He claimed his wife 
was very moody, unstable and depressed, had become hysterical 
and on one occasion had threatened to take her own life – she 
must have taken her own life. 
The doctor described his visits and prescriptions. Lottie 
Condon said that she knew Griggs had studied chemistry; her 
father admitted he kept two packets of arsenic in his workshop. 
The question before the jury: Was Ethel murdered, or did 
she take her own life? Ten of the jury in the first trial were in 
favour of convicting him, but two were not. They were locked 
up overnight and when by morning they still couldn’t get a 
unanimous decision, the jury was dismissed.

The second trial was transferred to Melbourne on 21 April 
1928. Two days later, Griggs stood to hear the foreman of the 
jury say, ‘Not guilty.’ Gasps were heard across the courtroom. 
Based on Griggs own testimony, Lottie’s father now realised he 
was a liar, adulterer and a murderer. Condon told his daughter 
if she married Griggs, he would disinherit her. Condon sold 
his property and moved to NSW. A year later, Lottie seemed 
to have forgotten Griggs and appeared happy without him. 
Meanwhile, Griggs turned up in South Australia as a minister 
of the Presbyterian Church preaching under an assumed name 
until found out and dismissed. A year later, he was delivering 
milk in an Adelaide suburb. When again identified, Griggs left 
Adelaide for an unknown destination. Ethel’s parents died over 
70 years ago, and her two brothers, who left Railton as young 
men, and her two unmarried sisters are all deceased.
My mother, Marion (Slater) Dyer, was a year younger than Ethel 
White. They were both church organists and knew one another. 
Ethel’s shock death had a profound effect not only upon my mother, 
who was 21 years old, but on the entire Kentish community. 

Was Ethel murdered, or did she    
take her own life?
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Authorised by Senator W. Askew, Liberal Party of Australia,  
46 Cameron Street, Launceston TAS 7250.

SENATOR  
WENDY ASKEW 
LIBERAL SENATOR FOR TASMANIA

  46 Cameron Street,  
Launceston TAS 7250
 6331 8501
 senator.askew@aph.gov.au
 SenatorAskew

Thank you for supporting 
the only certified organic 

coffee roaster in Tasmania!
Contact Cyriel the bean 

carer: 0448 644 696 
www.tasorganiccoffee.com

Roberts Real Estate 
72 Oldaker St., Devonport TAS 7310
T (03) 6424 0900

Your Local
Property Sales Expert   

0418 126 089

Gerald Davies
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Move with Ease - Mon 10am; 
Petanque - Mon 11.15am 
Nita 0437 795 374
Mahjong - Mon 1pm
Ali 0410 742 012
Pickleball - Tue 9am 
Kate 0407 510 857
Topiary - Tue 10am; 
French - Tue 12.30pm 
Leonie 0429 705 062 
Table Tennis - Tue 3pm
Don 0458 343 059
Guitar - Tue 2pm; Ukelele - 
Thu 10am; Cribbage - Fri 2pm 
Mark 0428 515 445
Cycling/Walking: 
Margaret 0421 648 123

Nature walk: 
Greg 0438 589 173
Balance & Bones - Wed   
9 & 10am; Fri 9am
Jennifer 0400 376 937 
Crosswords - Wed 1pm 
Margaret 6491 1175
Challenging walk: 
Lindsay 0434 984 570
Joy of Maths - Fri 10am 
John  0457 262 040
Zumba - Thu 2pm 
Drawing - Sat 1pm
Colette 0439 426 665
For more information, 
please visit kentishu3a.
u3anet.org.au

COURSE TIMES & CONTACTSU3A - the University of the Third Age - is a 
global movement for retired or semi-retired 

people wanting more out of life.  

No musical experience 
is necessary to join 
U3A’s ukulele group, 

which meets at the Uniting Church Hall in Sheffield 
on Thursdays at 10am.
Course Leader Mark Young takes newcomers under 
his wing to teach the basic chords and continues 
to offer one-on-one instruction until people feel 
confident.
“A lot of people have started who had never touched 
an instrument before,” he said.
Kentish U3A has several trial Ukeleles to use and 
instruments can be purchased for around $30 up to 
$100. “It’s not an expensive instrument,” Mark said.
Players also sing if they’re so inclined. “There’s no judgment – 
we’re there for a fun time where people enjoy themselves and 
feel like they’ve achieved something.”
About 10 people of all skill levels are in the group, which has 
in the past performed at functions, including at Tandara and 
MuralFest.
“It’s a fun instrument, there’s nothing complex about it and we 
have easy to read music books.”
For more information, contact Mark on 0428 515 445. 

Uke group strums up good vibes

Understand the Age Pension
Financial Information Service (FIS) Officer Jodie Thow from 
Services Australia (Centrelink) will give a talk on the Age 
Pension on Tuesday, September 16, at 1pm.
To be held at the Uniting Church in Sheffield, this talk is free 
and open to the public.
FIS Officers can help people understand their financial 
situation and build financial capability. FIS operates on the 
principle that a better understanding of financial affairs gives 
more choices leading to a better lifestyle. 
FIS is an information only service; they do not provide financial 
advice or financial counselling.
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September Crozzle
All words go in a straight line but in any direction – Up, Down, Left, Right, Diagonal. Most words are joined 
to another word by at least one letter, so any letter may be used in more than one word. Circle the words in 
the graph as you find them and when all the words are circled, there will be letters left over. Write these in 
the spaces below to discover the Theme Word.

CRYPTIC PUZZLE TASMANIA  
1. Raptors bill and coo (9,4)
2. Ring chicken farmer (10)
3. Ruffled lark tale (sic) (4,2,5)
4. Gnu confused in pine maze (7)
5. Reefy tern (gull) disturbed (4,4,5)
6. Fallow deer ran amok (10)
7. Injured rat squealed (8)
8. That German newt played card game (7,6)
9. Wolf leader savaged (10)
10. Point out inane whale slaughter (9)

Answers P39

S S E P T E M B E R P O T R R G
H S E R F N N P C I N C I P Y A
T H G I L I O W P I G T U N H R
W S S G K H Y L A N W O R B P D
O R D B E S A A I L A B F H E E
R E U L L N E W L I F E T D Z N
G W B O T U O U R P G R E E N N
G O E S L S B Y L Q I C E E E W
M L E S N O V E M B E R R S T O
O F S O U N C D W B B O T O C E
W A R M T H R E C A P S N E P O
B L I S S T N E C S L E A V E S

Airy
Alfresco
BBQ
Bees
Bliss
Blossoms
BlueSkies
Breeze
Brown
Buds
Bulbs
Colour
Crops
Eggs
Flowers
Fresh
Fruit
Garden
Green
Growth
Hope
Lawn
Leaves

Light
Mow
Nests
NewBirth
NewLife
November
Nuts

October
OpenSpace
Picnic
Plants
Play

Scents
Seed
September
Sowing
Spore

Sunshine
Tone
Warmth
Zephyr

_ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _
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PUPPY & DOG TRAINING
 1-on-1 in home lessons or 

group classes available.
 Ph: Emma 0408 520 654 

www.notonlydogs.com 

Sheffield Steam & Heritage Centre
 NOTICE OF 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Saturday, September 27, at 11am 

in the Nook Building at the 
Sheffield Recreation Grounds

Claude Road Memorial Hall Committee
NOTICE OF 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Monday, September 29, 6pm

PUBLIC NOTICES

CANINE HEALTH & 
REHABILITATION 

In-home Myofunctional and 
Rehabilitation services for your dog. 

Specialising in:
*Helping your ageing dog stay active & 
happy. *Helping your dog recover from 
orthopaedic or spinal surgery. *Helping 

dogs with muscle injuries.
www.caninehealthandrehabilitation 

info@caninehealthandrehabilitation.com

FOR SALE

MICK DAVIES DOMESTIC 
WATER SUPPLIES 

The Davies family have been providing 
this service to the Kentish area 

for over forty years.
Call 0417 581 593 or 6491 1911 

for prompt reliable delivery.
Anywhere anytime.

WHEAT 20KG BAGS $14 0417 
141399 or

 0400 263 340 

CLASSIFIEDS
WORK WANTED

DISCOUNT DOMESTIC WATER 
Septic Tank Cleaning 

Portable Toilet Hire * Skip Bin Hire * 
Agricultural Contracting * Slashing & 

Bailing * Cultivation & Planting *
Rock Picking & Raking Firewood 

0419 539 537 or 6491 1227 

8 TON EXCAVATOR/TIP TRUCK 
11,000L WATERCART 

Specialising in
 - Driveways & Cow Lanes

 - House Excavations - Irrigation Mains - 
Post Driving & Fencing - Gravel Supplies

 Call Tony on 0418 911 691

ANTIQUES, COLLECTABLES, 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
Father and Son paying cash for antiques, 
collectables, anything old and interesting.

Shed and House cleanouts.
 Please call Stephen and Simeon

 0448 069 030 

WANTED KNOWN

QUALIFIED EXPERIENCED 
HORTICULTURIST available for 

gardening in the Kentish Shire.
Services include: 

weeding, pruning, planting.
Phone: Michael on 0458 023 525 or 
email:michael.copas@bigpond.com

ENABLED TECH
“For all your IT problems”

Call Josh 0408 387 541

WANTED TO BUY

PICTURE FRAMING 
It’s time to frame it!  Artworks, posters, 

photos, jigsaws & more.
 Call Greg today to discuss 

all your framing needs.
Ph 0414 457 816.

Send classified ads 
to advertising@

thekentishvoice.com.au 
or deliver to 

12 Victoria St Sheffield 
$2.50 per line

Min 3 lines

Love your acreage and shed? 
So do our buyers.

I have buyers actively looking for homes 
with acreage, sheds or double glazing. If 

your property has any of these features & 
you’re in Acacia Hills, South Spreyton, or 

Sheffield surrounds.
Let’s chat, no obligation. 

Call  Corinne on 0488 611 968 
Roberts Nicholson Real Estate

JOHN’S SPOUTING CLEANING
We offer professional service from 

Deloraine to Smithton, Treat lichen on 
roofs, Pressure wash all buildings, all 

concrete surfaces, unblock downpipes & 
lots more. Fully insured

Call John today for no obligation free 
quote. 0432 653 709

HARDWOOD KINDLING
 $8 per bag approx.5 KG Local Delivery 

Phone 0409 218 364

FIREWOOD DELIVERED
 $450 per Ute load

 Sheffield and Surrounds 
Leigh 0429 926 723 

SMALL ENGINE REPAIRS 
The Sheffield Shed will soon have 

someone to look after small engine 
repairs for the community.

Call 6491 1933

CARPET CLEANING
RESTORE your carpets 

to their best this SPRING
2 rooms & hallway $160
3 rooms, hallway & lounge $199
“mention this ad with your booking and 

receive 10% off the price”
Phone Kathy on 0439 925 191

Be The Voice 
of your Community

The Kentish Voice is seeking 
a new Editor

Contact 
editor@thekentishvoice.com.au
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Send classified ads to 
advertising@thekentishvoice.com.au 
or deliver to 12 Victoria St Sheffield 

CHURCH NOTICES

Sheffield Baptist Church
“Caring and Making a Difference in 

Our Community”
104-106 Main Street, Sheffield

Service Time 10:30am each Sunday
All welcome – friendly atmosphere
Fellowship Tea every third Sunday
5:30pm - 7:30pm Favourite hymn 
singing, good food and fellowship 

Ph: 6491 1150 

Sheffield Bible Chapel
45 High Street Sheffield

“A caring church for the whole family”
The Sheffield Bible Chapel conducts 

weekly services beginning 10am.
Enquiries please phone 6491 1447

Youth Group Enquiries, phone 
Joy Tekinay on 0428 666 494.

Holy Cross Catholic Church
High Street Sheffield  

Mass is celebrated Sundays at 11.30am.
All Welcome.

Parish Office Ph 6424 2783

St John’s Kentish Anglican 
Community Church

92 Foster Street Railton
Every Sunday at 10am.

Holy Communion 2nd & 4th Sunday
Prayer Group Monday 10am

‘Ekklesia’ Food Outreach Program 
Thursday 10am King’s Hall Railton

Contact: John Gray - Honorary Priest - 
0417 524 979; 47johngray@gmail.com

Roland Gospel Hall
152 Staverton Rd, Roland 

Serving the Christian Brethren 
community in the Kentish district. 

Sunday Worship 10am - 11am
Fellowship (Family Service)11am-noon

Sheffield Uniting Church
Home of Library Aid Int’ l, Kentish U3A 
and Mountain Echoes Choir

Corner of Main/Henry streets 
A church serves its community 
in many ways.  At present, we 

do not hold Sunday Worship. Instead, 
we invite you to join in a time of quiet 
reflection and prayer at an Ecumenical 
Service 8.30am Mondays. We also offer a 
place for friends to meet, laugh and relax. 
Phone Leoni Read 0429 705 062. 

Traditional Anglican Church 
For service information,
 please ring 6425 5605

Lower Barrington 
Baptist Church 

Sheffield Road, Lower Barrington
All warmly welcomed - Sundays 10am
1st Sunday - Holy Communion
Kid’s church in school term
Mens & Ladies Bible studies + KYB
Enquiries: Steve - 0409 944 296.

POLICE REPORT
Stealing and Trespass 29/07/2025
Dynans Bridge Road, Lower Beulah
Victim: Sustainable Timber Tasmania
On July 29, police conducted a joint operation with Parks 
and Wildlife officers near Dynans Bridge Road. During 
the operation, Parks and Wildlife personnel identified 
a suspect vehicle believed to be involved in the illegal 
collection of firewood on land managed by Parks and 
Wildlife. The vehicle was intercepted, three occupants 
identified themselves and all three individuals admitted to 
illegally collecting the wood with the intention of using it 
as firewood at home.
The males have been charged and will face court.
Wounding - Station Street, Sheffield
On Monday, August 4, police received a Triple Zero (000) 
call relating to an altercation in which a male person had 
been struck on the head, sustaining a superficial wound.
Three persons were involved. A male and female were 
charged and will appear in court at a later date.

Assault - Sheffield Hotel, Sheffield
At 9:45pm on August 9, multiple people were present at 
the Sheffield Hotel, a verbal argument broke out, a melee 
began with punches being swung between multiple people.
One male involved punched a male victim directly to the 
face rendering him unconscious. Ambulance attended to 
the victim who was transported to hospital. The victim 
will make a full recovery. 
The offender in the matter has been charged.
• Tasmania Police is boosting its road safety push, with
extra wheel clamps being rolled out across the state to
put the brakes on drivers caught hooning or driving
dangerously. The new clamps are specialised locking
devices fitted to a vehicle’s steering wheel.
In 2024-25, Tasmania Police clamped 175 vehicles due to 
road offending by drivers, including 60 that were clamped 
specifically for the offence of hooning. Among the total 
175 clamping incidents, more than 100 drivers had their 
vehicles clamped for a period of 28 days.

Emergency 000 Non urgent 131 444
Sheffield Station	 6478 6012			 Latrobe Station		 6478 4099
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Table 1

WHAT’S ON IN SEPTEMBER
Stitching Stories by Cindy Thompson Sheffield Art Gallery

Tuesday Sept 2 Women’s Health Week 9.30am-2.30pm, Wilmot Hall (see p16)

Wednesday Sept 3 MRLC Tree Planting 10am-noon, 3100 Sheffield Road, Railton

Friday Sept 5 Railton Young Parents Group 10-11am, Limestone Cafe, 16 Foster St

Saturday Sept 6 Wilmot Country Market 9am-1pm, Wilmot Memorial Hall

Sunday Sept 7 Father’s Day Fun Day 10am-4pm Tasmazia, Promised Land

Sat-Sun Sept 6-7 Steam Engine rides 11am-4pm, Sheffield Steam & Heritage Centre

Tuesday Sept 9 Kentish Probus Club 10am, Sheffield Bowls Club

Wednesday Sept 10 Carers Support Group 2-3pm, Rural Health, 1B Henry Street, Sheffield

Thursday Sept 11 Book Chat 4-5pm, Sheffield Library, 12 Henry Street

Kentish Garden Club 6.30pm, Sheffield Bible Chapel, 45 High St

Saturday Sept 13 Wilmot Yarns 2 7-8.30pm, Wilmot Memorial Hall, 53 Main Street

Monday Sept 15 Trivia 6.30 for 7pm, Sheffield RSL, 77 Main Street, Sheffield

Tuesday Sept 16 Understanding the Age Pension 1pm, Sheffield Uniting Church

Kentish Council meeting 6pm, Council Office, High Street, Sheffield

Wednesday Sept 17 Services Australia 9.30-11am Sheffield; 12-12.3pm Railton

Saturday Sept 20 Claude Road Market 9am-1pm, Claude Road Hall

Gravel Race, Mersey Mountain Bike Club, Railton

Wednesday Sept 24 Penguin Rehab information evening 5.30-7pm, Spring Street, Burnie

Thursday Sept 25 Railton Community Information Evening 7pm, Kings Hall

Saturday Sept 27 Mr Perfect BBQ 11am-12.30pm, Health Park, Sheffield

Sheffield Steam & Heritage Centre AGM 11am, Recreation Grounds

Monday Sept 29 Claude Road Memorial Hall AGM 6pm, Claude Road Hall

DATES FOR THE DIARY
Thursday Oct 9 Mental Health Week event, Kentish House (see p22)

Saturday Oct 11 Wedding Gowns display 10am-4pm, Lower Barrington Hall (see p17)

Fri-Sun Oct 17, 19 Hobart Garden Tour by coach with Kentish Garden Club (see p17)

Thursday Oct 30 Lower Barrington, Acacia Hills & South Spreyton Community Information         
Evening 7pm, Lower Barrington Hall, 1027 Sheffield Road

Tuesday Nov 25 Paws & Grub 11am-noon, Claude Road Hall (see p 23)

Tuesday Nov 28 Wilmot Community Information Evening 7pm, Wilmot Hall, 53 Main St

Dec 6 Applications close for Mature Age scholarship (see p10)

Jan 9, 26 Entries close for Mt Roland Art Prize (see p11)

1

Cryptic Puzzle Answers 
6. Flowerdale
7. Tarleton
8. Derwent Bridge
9. Flowerdale 
10. Winnaleah

1. Eaglehawk Neck
2. Bellingham
3. Lake St Clair
4. Penguin
5. Fern Tree Gully

Crozzle Solution:
SPRING WONDER

Businesses that Advertise 
Get Business! 

Phone Lesley Begg on 0429 451 107.






